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Handout 1 – Introduction to Grammar Concepts

Before learning a new language, it is important sharing relevant grammatical terms that will help students understand the relationship between linguistic elements, both isolated and in context, making it easier for them to identify, determine and analize grammatical structures from basic to more complex ones.
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is very common and simple to talk about certain languages because everybody has a certain notion about linguistic concepts, such as: word, verb, sentence, tense, adjective, preposition, etc; The difficulty, then, arises when it comes to organize one’s knowledge and concepts from that language in order not to get confused and mix them. This handout is intended to help students of English to design a mental representation of grammatical terms and how they are mutually interrelated.
To begin with, four general concepts must be identified: morphology, syntax, semantics, and phonology. 

We talk about morphology when we create words using different units, or morphemes, for example: when we have the word “use” and the ending “-ful” is added, we create the word “useful”. If we use the ending “-less”, we can create the words “useless”, “powerless”, or “topless”. Then, morphology is the study of morphemes (basic language units: -ed, -ing, -less, -ly, etc) and how we organize them, together with other morphemes, to create words in a certain language (for instance: “work-ed”, “creat-ing”, “mean-ing-less”, “beauti-ful-ly”).

Syntax is the study of patterns or rules to organize a phrase, clause or sentence in a language. We talk about syntax when we organize words or phrases following certain rules. Different languages have different syntactic rules. For example, in English, the adjective goes before the noun, but in Spanish, the adjective usually goes after the noun. Another rule is, when the subject refers to a 3rd person singular, the verb usually takes an –s to show coordination.

Semantics is the study of meaning, the change of meaning over time, and the relationship between words, sentences and what they represent. The meaning of a word is different depending on other elements in the sentence, or the word’s syntactic function. For example, the word “book” in “He wrote a book of poems” has a different meaning from “I called this morning to book a table”. Semantics is usually related to Pragmatics.

Phonology, finally, is the study of how sounds are patterned in a language and the rules of pronunciation. Phonology depends on morphology, syntax, and semantics. The pronunciation of similar words changes depending on their function, for example the verb “advise” is pronounced differently from the noun “advice”, and the “-ed” ending is pronounced differently in verbs and adjectives. Speaking about meaning, we can find homophones, homographs and homonyms, too.
Four general types of words can be distinguished in the English language: nouns, adjectives, verbs and adverbs. A “Noun” represents any concept in your mind: cat, book, whatsapp, music, medicine, guitar, bikes, selfie, etc. There are common nouns, i.e. dog, rock, pizza, pictures, coffee, etc; and proper nouns: Rex, Deftones, Domino’s, Canon, Marley, etc. Also, there are concrete (hand, balls, screen, girls) and abstract nouns: atom, wi-fi, mind, Jack Sparrow, Buzz Lightyear, etc. Other types of nouns include: uncountable (stuff, furniture), collective (herd, flock), compound (bedroom, check-in), acronyms (AIDS, NASA), and the very popular: pronouns (she, us).
Nouns help you to refer to abstract concepts in your mind. Adjectives, on the other hand, are useful to identify nouns more specifically. Some adjectives identify particular characteristics, personal opinion, size, shape, color, age, nationality, or material. They are called “qualifying adjectives”. Using qualifying adjectives, you can talk about: black cat, phrase book, annoying whatsapp, rock music, chinese medicine, electric guitar, mountain bikes, sexy selfie, etc. “Demonstrative adjectives” are another type; they help you to point at specific concepts or groups of elements: “this year”, “that person”, “these pictures”, “those pills”. Finally, “possessive adjectives” are helpful when you need to distinguish between similar elements that can be confused: “my dog” and “your dog”, “his family” and “her family”, “our favorite soccer team” and “their favorite soccer team”. “Adjectives” and “nouns” work frequently together, because adjectives modify nouns.
The following concept is a very special one: Verb. Students frequently misunderstand this concept because they do not know how to organize all the factors that must be considered. Verbs are complex words that offer a lot of information at the same time. We need to determine, then, the different points of view to take into account. 
A verb, in morphological terms, can be “regular” or “irregular”. Regular verbs include “–ed” ending when they are in past tense form or past participle form. Irregular verbs, on the contrary, do not follow a specific structure, and must be learnt (Do you remember the verb list from school? That’s it). Some examples of regular verbs are: to work, to play, to study, to plan, to watch, to listen, to google, to post, to check, etc. Examples of irregular verbs are: to teach, to go, to forget, to give, to find, to think, to say, to see, to be, etc. 
A verb, in syntactic terms, can be categorized as: main verb, auxiliary verb, or modal verb. We can use these categories when the verb is conjugated in a sentence. We do not use these concepts when the verb is alone or isolated, because they depend on the context. Main verbs, or full verbs, are the most important verbs in a sentence. For example, in a simple sentence, “the student has a question”, “has” from the verb [HAVE], is the main verb, because we need the verb to understand the rest of the sentence. In a more complex sentence, “the student has studied a lot”, “has studied” is the verb phrase, where “has” is an auxiliary verb from [HAVE], and “studied” is the main verb. Auxiliary verbs are only three: [BE], [HAVE], and [DO]. Auxiliary verbs are very necessary, because they help you to determine required information, such as “tense” (present: I am reading; or past: I was sleeping), person and number (1st, 2nd, 3rd, singular or plural), and determine if a sentence is affirmative (I do), negative (She doesn’t) or interrogative (Did they?). Modal verbs, finally, are special verbs that do not follow the same grammatical rules for full verbs. They are useful to determine the degree of formality, certainty, possibility, or permission, among other factors and uses. This category includes only nine verbs: Can, Could, Will, Would, Shall, Should, May, Might and Must. These verb forms do not change, and they usually function similarly to auxiliary verbs. We can use them in affirmative, negative or interrogative sentences. DO NOT MIX auxiliary verbs with modal verbs. They work independently
A verb, in semantic terms, can be classified as: action, state or process. These categories are subjective, and not exclusive. A state sometimes is part of a process, and an action is usually a process. An action verb is a verb that represents activities commonly performed in the real world, usually with a short length of time, and sometimes repetitive. Some action verbs are: to dance, to eat, to run, to write, to talk, to listen, to work, etc. Stative verbs, on the contrary, represent usually abstract states, emotions or feelings, usually with a permanent/long length of time. Stative verbs don’t usually take the –ing form, because they are not frequently repeated. Examples of stative verbs are: to be, to believe, to love, to hate, to belong, to have, to prefer, to like, to want, to need, etc. Finally, processes are verbs with a longer length of time, usually stative, but constantly under modification, sometimes repetitive, and also abstract. They can be easily identified as states or actions, but it depends mainly on the context. Some examples of processes are: to learn, to become, to grow, to develop, to create, to get, to improve, to plan, to design, etc. These process verbs usually take the –ing form (i.e. I am learning, they are creating, it is growing), because they are constantly happening or ongoing.
Adverbs are the last word type. An adverb is a word that offers information about the context, or the external circumstances, when an activity is performed. Adverbs usually give information about manner, frequency, location, purpose, companionship, or any other relevant data. Adverbs change the way an activity happens. For example: never, alone, hard, fast, everyday.
Adverbs are necessary words to prevent misunderstandings, or to clarify what, when, why, where, who, or how somebody acts. There are too many adverbs to list them, but you can identify them because adverbs have special endings, and they are very common in everyday language. Adverbs usually modify verbs, but they also modify adjectives and other adverbs.
	i.e.: 	Adverb and verb: 	always speak patiently
		Adverb and adjective: 	very quiet people
		Adverb and adverb: 	extremely happily
Words can be put together to form Phrases. A phrase is a basic structure, where one word or more work together, to refer to a concept. There are different types, depending on the most important word in the phrase. For example, “Really famous” is an Adjective Phrase, “The president” is a Noun Phrase, and “Have been working” is a Verb Phrase. A phrase is different from a clause/sentence because a phrase functions independently, out of a linguistic context, and disorganized.
Have been working // The president // Really famous
When we have an idea, we have a Clause. A clause represents an idea. It is formed by phrases, and includes at least one Noun Phrase and one Verb Phrase. In a clause, the Noun Phrase and the Verb Phrase work together, coordinating their elements, expresing a clear idea, usually with a clear meaning, following syntactic rules in a language. Clauses are complex structures, but they are simpler than Sentences. 

A Clause can be coordinated or subordinated, For example: 
I work in the morning and study at night. 	(Coordinated clauses)
I work in the morning to study at night 		(Subordinated clause) 
I study at night when I work in the morning 	(Subordinated clause)

A Clause can be simple or complex
		I always ride my bike				(Simple)
		I always ride my bike so you can use my car 	(Complex)

A Clause is similar to a Sentence when they are not coordinated, subordinated or complex, i.e. a simple, independent clause. You can include many clauses in one sentence:
i.e. I always ride my bike when I work in the morning and study at night so you can use my car.

Sentences are very complex structures. In a sentence, we include words, phrases and clauses, at different levels of complexity. A sentence can be very simple, i.e. You read; or very complex: “Sometimes, the books that you read are not very popular until somebody writes a review about them.” 
In a sentence, we need to include at least a Subject (a Noun Phrase) and a Predicate (a Verb Phrase). In the Subject, we can find Adjective Phrases, Adverb Phrases and Noun Phrases. In the Predicate, we can find Verb Phrases, Noun Phrases, Adjective Phrases and Adverb Phrases, among others.
The sentence in English has a specific fixed order. Affirmative sentences follow two different basic structures depending on the main verb. When the main verb is “to be”, the structure usually is:
Subject + Verb + Complements

Negative and Interrogative Sentences with the verb “to be” follow a special structure.

When the main verb is a full verb (see Verb categories above) the structure usually is:

Subject + Verb + Object* + Adverbial* 
(*Objects depend on In/Transitive Verbs. Adverbials are optional and movable).
Negative and Interrogative Sentences with full verbs follow a structure different from “to be”.
