FUTURE TENSES - SUMMARY


	WILL

We use will: 

· To make a prediction, to say what we believe will happen in the future. We usually use it with expressions such as I think, I believe, I bet, I am sure/ afraid, I suppose, I hope or adverbs such as probably, perhaps, possibly, certainly, etc. 

      I’m sure she’ll pass the exam.
      I’ll probably be at school early tomorrow morning.

· For decisions that we make spontaneously, at the time when we are speaking.

      The phone is ringing. I’ll answer it.

· To offer our help to somebody: I’ll help you with your homework.
· To make a promise: I promise I won’t be late.

· To ask somebody to do something for you: Will you open the door for me?
· To warn somebody about something: Be careful! You’ll hurt yourself with that knife.

· To talk about something that will definitely happen in the future because it is inevitable, we cannot change or control it using external factors:
      The sun will rise at 6.35 tomorrow.

The temperature will drop during the weekend.




	BE +GOING TO

We use going to: 

· When we refer to future plans, to something that we intend to do in the future.

We’re going to buy a new car next month.

· When we know that something is going to happen in the future because there is something in the present that show us this, an indication.

Look at those clouds. It’s going to rain. 




	PRESENT CONTINUOUS 

We use the present continuous in the future: 

· When we are talking about what we have already arranged to do.

What are you doing tomorrow evening? I’m going to the theatre.

Are you playing football tomorrow? 

· When there is a suggestion that more than one person is aware of the event, and that some preparation has already happened.

            I'm meeting Jim at the airport = and both Jim and I have discussed this. 

      I am leaving tomorrow. = and I've already bought my train ticket.
· When the action is happening in the immediate future. 

He is playing in the concert tonight. 

We are meeting him after the performance. 




	Form
	Affirmative
	Negative
	Question



	Will
	I will write the letters
	I won’t write the letters
	Will I write the letters?

	Going to
	You are going to write the letters
	You aren’t going to write the letters
	Are you going to write the letters?

	To be + verb+ ing
	I am playing basketball tomorrow.
	I’m not playing basketball tomorrow
	Are you playing basketball tomorrow?


The future: summary

	Form
	Use 
	Example

	Will
	- Prediction

- Instantaneous or spontaneous decision, promise, request, warning.

- Certain (inevitable) action in the future
	I’m sure you’ll enjoy the film.

They’re here. I’ll open the door. 

I’ll help you with your homework.

There will be a solar eclipse at 4.20 tomorrow.

	Going to
	Future plan, intention

Prediction (with an indication in the present)
	They’re are going to get married

Look at those clouds. It’s going to rain.

	Present continuous
	-Events that have already been arranged.

-Time adverb.
	-I’m seeing David tomorrow. 


I. Complete with will or going to.

1) Philip....................................... (be) 15 next Wednesday.  

2) They....................................... (get) a new computer.  

3) I think, my mother...................................... (like) this CD.  

4) Paul's sister.................................. (have) a baby.  

5) They.............................. (arrive) at about 4 in the afternoon.  

6) Just a moment. I....................................... (help) you with the bags.  

7) In 2020 people....................................... (buy) more hybrid cars.  

8) Marvin.................................. (throw) a party next week.  

9) We...................................... (fly) to Venice in June.  

10) Look at the clouds! It................................................ (rain) soon.  

II. Complete with will or going to. 
1. A: Why are you holding a piece of paper? 

B: I (write) ........................................ a letter to my friends back home in Texas. 

2. A: I'm about to fall asleep. I need to wake up! 

B: I (get) ............................................. you a cup of coffee. That will wake you up. 

3. A: I can't hear the television! 

B: I (turn)....................................... it up so you can hear it. 

4. We are so excited about our trip next month to France. We (visit)............................................... visit Paris, Nice and Grenoble.

5. Sarah (come)................................... to the party. Oliver (be)................................. there as well. 

6. Ted: It is so hot in here! 

Sarah: I (turn)............................................ the air-conditioning on. 

7. I think he (be)............................................. the next President of the United States. 

8. After I graduate, I (attend) .............................................. medical school and become a doctor. I have wanted to be a doctor all my life.

9. A: Excuse me; I need to talk to someone about our hotel room. I am afraid it is simply too small for four people. 

B: That man at the service counter (help) ....................................... you. 

10. As soon as the weather clears up, we (walk) ..................................... down to the beach and go swimming.
III. Fill in the gaps with the correct future tense - will, going to or present continuous.
1. Tomorrow they....................................  (drive) to New York.

2.  I hope the weather............................................. (be) nice.

3.  I offered him this job. I think he......................................... (take) it.

4.  I promise I......................................  (not tell) anyone this secret.

5.  Take your umbrella with you. It..............................................  (rain).

6.  What are they........................................? (do) this evening?

7.  I...................................... (go) to the cinema tomorrow.

8.  They............................................. (fly) to Seattle next summer holidays.

9.  I...........................  (invite) 50 people to the party and I hope everyone............................ (come).

10.  That exercise looks difficult. I............................... (help) you.

11.  ......................he.........................  (go) to the football match?

12.  Are you sure they........................................  (win) the match?

13.  She probably.....................................  (stay) until Thursday.

14. He.........................................  (not leave) tomorrow.

15. We think he........................................ (come) late in the night.

IV. Fill in the gaps with the correct future tense - will, going to or present continuous.

1. I love London. I ………………………….. (probably / go) there next year.

2. What……………………………. (wear / you) at the party tonight?

3. I haven't made up my mind yet. But I think I……………………….. (find) something nice in my mum's wardrobe.

4. This is my last day here. I……………………………. (go) back to England tomorrow.

5. My horoscope says that I ……………………………….. (meet) an old friend this week.

6. Look at these big black clouds! It …………………………….. (rain).
7. Here is the weather forecast. Tomorrow………………………… (be) dry and sunny.

8. What does a blonde say when she sees a banana skin lying just a few meters in front of her? -  Oh dear! I..................................... (slip).
ANSWER KEY
I. Complete with will or going to.

1) Philip will be 15 next Wednesday.  

2) They are going to get a new computer.  

3) I think my mother will like this CD.  

4) Paul's sister is going to have a baby.  

5) They will arrive at about 4 in the afternoon.  

6) Just a moment. I will help you with the bags.  

7) In 2020 people will buy more hybrid cars.  

8) Marvin is going to throw a party next week.  

9) We will fly to Venice in June.  

10) Look at the clouds! It is going to rain soon.  

II. Complete with will or going to. 

1. A: Why are you holding a piece of paper? 

B: I (write) am going to write a letter to my friends back home in Texas. 

2. A: I'm about to fall asleep. I need to wake up! 

B: I (get)’ll get you a cup of coffee. That will wake you up. 

3. A: I can't hear the television! 

B: I (turn)’ll turn it up so you can hear it. 

4. We are so excited about our trip next month to France. We (visit) are going to visit Paris, Nice and Grenoble.

5. Sarah (come) is going to come to the party. Oliver (be) will be there as well. 

6. Ted: It is so hot in here! 

Sarah: I (turn) will turn the air-conditioning on. 

7. I think he (be)’ll be the next President of the United States. 

8. After I graduate, I (attend) am going to attend medical school and become a doctor. I have wanted to be a doctor all my life.

9. A: Excuse me; I need to talk to someone about our hotel room. I am afraid it is simply too small for four people. 

B: That man at the service counter (help) will help you. 

10. As soon as the weather clears up, we (walk) are going to walk down to the beach and go swimming.

III. Fill in the gaps with the correct future tense - will, going to or present continuous.
1. Tomorrow they are driving to New York.

2.  I hope the weather will be nice.

3.  I offered him this job. I think he will take it.

4.  I promise I won’t tell anyone this secret.

5.  Take your umbrella with you. It is going to rain.

6.  What are they doing this evening?

7.  I .am going to the cinema tomorrow.

8.  They are going to fly to Seattle next summer holidays.

9.  I am going to invite 50 people to the party and I hope everyone will come.

10.  That exercise looks difficult. I will help you.

11.  Is he going to the football match?

12.  Are you sure they will win the match?

13.  She probably will stay until Thursday.

14. He is not leaving tomorrow.

15. We think he will come late in the night.
IV. Fill in the gaps with the correct future tense - will, going to or present continuous.

1. I love London. I will probably go (probably / go) there next year.

2. What are you wearing (wear / you) at the party tonight?

3. I haven't made up my mind yet. But I think I will find (find) something nice in my mum's wardrobe.

4. This is my last day here. I’m going back to / I’m going to go (go) back to England tomorrow.

5. My horoscope says that I will meet (meet) an old friend this week.

6. Look at these big black clouds! It‘s going to rain (rain).

7. Here is the weather forecast. Tomorrow will be (be) dry and sunny.

8. What does a blonde say when she sees a banana skin lying just a few meters in front of her? -  Oh dear! I’m going to slip (slip).
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