IF CLAUSES  (Types 0, 1, 2, 3)

1. The Zero Conditional (Type 0)
Structure used for talking about general truths, or scientific facts -- things which always happen under certain conditions.

IF + present + present

Example: If you steal you go to jail
Phosphorus burns if you expose it to air. 

2. First Conditional (Type I)
Structure used for talking about possibilities in the present or in the future

IF + present + future
Example: If I get the money, I will invest it
If I save enough money this year, I will go to Buenos Aires.
             
3. Second Conditional (Type II)
Structure used for talking about unreal situations in the present or in the future.

IF + past + conditional
Example: If I had the money, I would buy this car.
                If I were you, I wouldn’t bet every weekend

4. Third Conditional (Type III) 
Structure used for talking about unreal situations in the past. In other words, it is used to talk about things which DID NOT HAPPEN in the past.

IF+ past perfect + perfect conditional
Example: If she had saved the money, she would have had enough to pay the debt. 
                If you had lived within your means, you wouldn’t have owed all that money. 

Remember: Past unreal conditional can be stated without if. Invert had and the subject.
Examples: 

1. If I had known it would take up so much room, I wouldn’t have bought it.

Inverted form: Had I known it would take up so much room, I wouldn’t have bought it.

2. If we hadn’t been so busy we could have shopped around.

Inverted form: Had we not been so busy, we could have shopped around.

EXERCISES
Exercise 1: What a match – your favorite team has lost again! So after the game, the supporters discuss what could have been different. Complete with If Clauses Type III.

If the midfielders ____________________ (pass) the ball more exactly, our team ______________________________  (have) more chances to attack.

If the forwards _____________________ (run) faster, they _______________________________ (score) more goals.

Their motivation _____________________ (improve) if they ___________________________ (kick) a goal.

If the goalie _________________________ (jump) up, he _____________________________ (catch) the ball.

If the referee __________________________ (see) the foul, he ____________________________ (award) a penalty kick to our team.

Our team _______________________ (be) in better form if they ___________________________ (train) harder the weeks before.

The game _____________________ (become) better if the trainer ___________________________ (send) a substitute in during the second half.

If it _______________________ (be) a home game, our team ____________________________ (win) the game.

If our team ____________________ (win) the match, they ______________________________ (move) up in the league.

Exercise 2:  All Conditional Forms
Using the words in parentheses, complete the sentences below with the appropriate conditional form.

1. If I ______________ (leave) work early, I always go to the fitness center with you.

2.  If I (have) ________________ enough money, I (go) _______________ on safari to Kenya. However, my bank account is empty!

3. I love to travel! When I (have) __________________ enough money, I (go) _____________________ abroad. I do it almost every year.

4.  I really wanted to go on safari to Kenya with my friends, but I couldn’t afford to go. If I (have) _________________ enough money, I (go) _______________ with them.

5. Stop asking me what Amanda bought you for Christmas. Even if I (know) __________________ what she bought you, I (tell, not) ___________________you.

6.  If the weather is nice tomorrow, she (walk) ___________________ along the river to school.

7.  If you help me move tomorrow, I (treat) ___________________ you to a dinner and a movie.

8.  If Jerry hadn’t stopped to pick that *quarter, he (cross) _________________________ the street when the bus ran the red light. He might have been killed!

9.  If Heather spoke Chinese, she (translate)__________________ the email for you.

10. If you (throw) __________________ a *cork into the water, it (float) 
________________ .          

*Quarter:   a coin of 25 cents.

*Cork:  a small round object that is used for closing bottles, especially wine bottles. 

ANSWER KEY

Exercise 1: What a match – your favorite team has lost again! So after the game, the supporters discuss what could have been different. Complete with If Clauses Type III.

If the midfielders had passed (pass) the ball more exactly, our team would have had (have) more chances to attack.

If the forwards had run (run) faster, they would have scored (score) more goals.

Their motivation would have improved (improve) if they had kicked (kick) a goal.

If the goalie had jumped (jump) up, he would have caught (catch) the ball.

If the referee had seen (see) the foul, he would have awarded (award) a penalty kick to our team.

Our team would have been (be) in better form if they had trained (train) harder the weeks before.

The game would have become (become) better if the trainer had sent (send) a substitute in during the second half.

If it had been (be) a home game, our team would have won (win) the game.

If our team had won (win) the match, they would have moved (move) up in the league.

Exercise 2:  All Conditional Forms
Using the words in parentheses, complete the sentences below with the appropriate conditional form.

1. If I leave (leave) work early, I always go to the fitness center with you.

2.  If I (have) had enough money, I (go) would go on safari to Kenya. However, my bank account is empty!

3. I love to travel! When I (have) have enough money, I (go) go abroad. I do it almost every year.

4.  I really wanted to go on safari to Kenya with my friends, but I couldn’t afford to go. If I (have) had had enough money, I (go) would have gone with them.

5. Stop asking me what Amanda bought you for Christmas. Even if I (know) knew what she bought you, I (tell, not) would not tell you.

6.  If the weather is nice tomorrow, she (walk) will walk along the river to school.

7.  If you help me move tomorrow, I (treat) will treat you to a dinner and a movie.

8.  If Jerry hadn’t stopped to pick that *quarter, he (cross) would have crossed the street when the bus ran the red light. He might have been killed!

9.  If Heather spoke Chinese, she (translate) would translate the email for you.

10. If you (throw) throw a *cork into the water, it (float) floats.
