	PAST SIMPLE
	PRESENT PERFECT
	PRESENT PERFECT CONTINUOUS
	PAST PERFECT

	Completed events at a definite time in the past.

Ex: How many symphonies did Beethoven compose?

Consecutive actions in the past.

Ex: When I arrived, my roommate went to sleep.     
	It tells us about events within a time period up to the present.
It always tells us something about the present.

Ex: I’ve lost my keys.

(My focus is on the result of the situation or action.

Result: NOW (in the present) I don’t have my keys.

We also use it to give new information or to announce a recent happening.

Ex: I’ve won the lottery!!

It tells us how much we have done, how many things we have done and how many times we have done something.

Ex: I’ve read 28 pages so far.

      She’s called you twice.


	To describe ongoing or recently finished actions.
My focus is on the action (not the result)

Ex: I’ve been sleeping.
It tells us how long something has been happening.

Ex: González has been playing tennis for many years.

This tense can show a more intense or emotional state.

Ex: I’ve been waiting for two hours. I’m really annoyed.

Some verbs are not normally used in the PPC.

Be, have (possess), know, want, need, prefer, like, love, hate, belong, see, hear, realize, believe, suppose, mean, understand, remember, forget, seem, think (believe).
	To say that something had already happened before a past action.
Ex: When I got home I realized that someone had broken into my apartment and had stolen my laptop.


