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GERUNDS / INFINITIVES

USES OF THE –ING FORM

1.- The –ing form is used after prepositions.

· I’m good at running.

· I’m looking forward to meeting you.

2..- The –ing form is used after certain verbs.

· I enjoy visiting my relatives.

· She denies stealing the money.

3.- There are some verbs that are followed by an object + -ing. 

· I hate people telling me what do.

· I spent the weekend gardening.

4.- The –ing form is used as the subject or object of a sentence.

· Smoking is bad for your health.

· I find working in the garden a real bore.

USES OF THE INFINITIVE

1.- Infinitives are used after certain verbs.

· I hope to see  you again.

· I didn’t mean to hurt  you.

2.- There are some verbs that are followed by an object + the infinitive.

· He advised me to listen carefully.

· They invited her to have lunch.

3.- The infinitive is used after make, let and allow.

· She made me do the exercise again. (active – without to)

· I was made to stand  in the corner. (passive – with to)

· I was allowed to borrow  the car.

· He let me go home. (active – without to)
4.- The infinitive is used after certain adjectives.

· It’s difficult to explain how to get there.

· You were lucky to find me.

5.- The infinitive is used after certain nouns.

· It’s time to go.

· My job gives me the opportunity to travel.

6.- The infinitive is used to express purpose.

· I came here to learn English.

7.- The infinitive is used after certain question words.

· Can you tell me how to get there?

8.- The infinitive can be used with too and enough.

· I was too tired to eat.
· There isn’t enough time to do all the things I’d like to.

SPECIAL CASES : -ING OR THE INFINITIVE?

1.- continue, start, begin, intend : can be followed by both forms with no changes in 

meaning.

· He began working/to work  when hewas twenty.

· John intends buying  / to buy a house.

2.-  If the verb is in a continuous tense, we prefer the infinitive.

· It’s starting to rain.

3.-  When like means enjoy generally, it is more usually followed by –ing.

· I like cooking.

If the sentence is more specific, the infinitive is more common.

· I like to cook rice on Sundays.

4.- When like means “think it’s a good idea” it is followed by the infinitive.

· I like to pay bills on time.

· I like to go to the dentist regularly.

Remember, forget, regret

5.- After these verbs, the –ing form refers to an action that took place BEFORE the act of remembering, forgetting, or regretting.

· I remember having some lovely holidays when I was a kid.

· I’ll never forget meeting  you.

· I regret lying to her.

The infinitive refers to an action that takes place AFTER the act of remembering, forgetting, or regretting.

· I must remember to buy my mother a birthday card.

· Don’t forget to lock all the doors.

· I regret to tell you that you’ve failed.

Stop

6.- The –ing form refers to an action that was in progress BEFORE the act of stopping.

· We stopped playing tennis because it got too dark.

The infinitive tells us why the action stopped, and what happened next. This is the infinitive of purpose.

· We stopped to have a break.

· Have you ever stopped to think how much you spend on cigarettes?

