GRADABLE AND UNGRADABLE ADJECTIVES
A.
GRADABLE ADJECTIVES can be used with adverbs such as very or extremely to say that a thing or person has more or less of a particular quality.

UNGRADABLE ADJECTIVES themselves imply “to a large degree” and are seldom used with these adverbs. Instead, we can use adverbs such as absolutely or totally.
	ADVERBS
	extremely, deeply, fairly, hugely, immensely, pretty (informal), rather, really, reasonably, slightly, very
	+
	angry, big, busy, comfortable, common, happy, important, quiet, rich, strong, young
	GRADABLE ADJECTIVES

	ADVERBS
	absolutely, completely, entirely, pretty, really, simply, totally, utterly
	+
	amazed, awful, dreadful, furious, huge, impossible, invaluable, terrible, wonderful, useless
	UNGRADABLE ADJECTIVES


Examples:
1. Our teacher gave a completely impossible problem to solve.

2. She was extremely rich.

Notice that not all the adverbs given can go with all the adjectives given. For example, we wouldn’t usually say “completely essential”. “Really” and “pretty” can be used with both Gradable and Ungradable adjectives.

B. 
MORE ON THE POSITION OF ADJECTIVES

When we use more than one adjective before a noun, there is often a preferred order for these adjectives. However, this order is not fixed: opinion, + size/physical quality/shape/age + color + participle adjectives + origin + material + type + purpose + NOUN.

Examples:
1. An old plastic container

(= age + material + NOUN)

2. A hard red ball


(= quality + color + NOUN)

3. A frightening Korean mask
(= opinion + origin + NOUN)

4. A small broken plate

(= size + participle adjective + NOUN)

5. A useful digital alarm clock
(= opinion + type + purpose + NOUN)

6. A round biscuit tin


(= shape + purpose (for holding biscuits) + NOUN)

C. 

1. When two gradable adjectives come before the noun, we can put either a “comma” or “and” between them. Compare:
* an attractive, big garden

and 
* an attractive and big garden 

2. Two color adjectives have “and” between them:

* Sweden’s yellow and blue flag

3. Two ungradable adjectives have “and” between them if they are from the same class, but “and” is not used if they are from different classes. Compare:

*financial and political conditions and 
*improving financial conditions

EXERCISES

1. Are the underlined adjectives gradable or ungradable? Suggest an appropriate adverb to complete each sentence. Try to use a different adverb each time.

1. The play was ………………………. marvelous.
2. The answer is ……………………… simple.
3. His new apartment is ……………. enormous.
4. He was …….………. devastated by the news.

5. The instructions were …………………..  complicated.

6. I was …………………..  disappointed.

7. The answer was ……………………..  absurd.

8. The questions were ……………. hard.
9. Her books are ……………..  popular.

10. I was ……………..  terrified by the film.

11. He’s a (n) ……………..  successful artist.

12. He’s a (n) ……………. essential member of the team.

2. Use an adverb+ adjective in your response

1 Mine’s the ……………………………………………. car . (blue, Japanese, small)

2. I rent a (n) ……………………………………………  house. (furnished, large, old)

3. I’ve just bought a …………………………………   table. (beautiful, coffee, wooden)

4. Their ……….…………..……………forces soon overcame the invasion. (combined, 









military, powerful)
5. Have you seen this …………………………... invention? (fantastic, German, new)

6. There was a ……………………….……  rug on the floor. (soft, wonderful, woolen)

7. She gave me a …………………………………..  box. (jewelry, metal, small, square)

3. Do the same for these. Write “and” between the adjectives if possible.
8. Cycling is a (n) …………………….….  activity. (outdoor, popular)

9. They live in …………………………  houses. (mud, straw)

10. He was a …………………………..  doctor. (famous, medical)

11. There was an ………………..  meeting. (important, urgent)

12. I’ve just finished a ………………………….. novel. (boring, depressing)

ANSWER KEY TO THE EXERCISES
1. Are the underlined adjectives gradable or ungradable? Suggest an appropriate adverb to complete each sentence. Try to use a different adverb each time.

1. The play was really marvelous. (ungradable)
2. The answer is very simple. (gradable)
3. His new apartment is simply enormous. (ungradable)
4. He was utterly devastated by the news.  (ungradable)
5. The instructions were extremely complicated. (gradable)
6. I was deeply disappointed. (gradable)
7. The answer was totally absurd. (ungradable)
8. The questions were pretty hard.  (gradable)
9. Her books are immensely popular. (gradable)
10. I was completely terrified by the film.  (ungradable)
11. He’s a hugely successful artist.  (gradable)
12. He’s an absolutely essential member of the team. (ungradable)
2. Use an adverb+ adjective in your response

1 Mine’s the small, blue, Japanese car. (blue, Japanese, small)

2. I rent a large, old, furnished house. (furnished, large, old)

3. I’ve just bought a beautiful, wooden coffee table. (beautiful, coffee, wooden)

4. Their powerful, combined, military forces soon overcame the invasion. (combined, 









military, powerful)

5. Have you seen this fantastic, new German invention? (fantastic, German, new)

6. There was a wonderful, soft, woolen rug on the floor. (soft, wonderful, woolen)

7. She gave me a small, square, metal jewelry box. (jewelry, metal, small, square)

3. Do the same for these. Write “and” between the adjectives if possible.

8. Cycling is a popular outdoor activity. (outdoor, popular)

9. They live in mud and straw houses. (mud, straw)

10. He was a famous medical doctor. (famous, medical)

11. There was an important and urgent meeting. (important, urgent)

12. I’ve just finished a boring and depressing novel / I’ve just finished a boring, depressing novel. (boring, depressing) (Both alternatives can be used).
