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several decades later was something of a geological homecoming. Clambering over the low cliffs at Zapallar provided a return to
the magma-mingled Cadomian plutonic rocks of the Channel Islands; photographing exposures of low grade accretionary
metasediments and metabasalts on the beach at Pichilemu was a revisit to the Penmynydd Zone of NW Wales. Travelling across
the country placed all these rocks within their ocean—continent plate margin setting in the most direct and exciting way possible. The
whole experience was a reminder of how important it is to study both modern and ancient examples of geological processes and their
products.

If the latter reminder is not enough to tempt the foreign reader to visit Chile, consider these: active, perfectly photogenic volcanoes
perched on grossly overthickened crust in the High Andes, the largest and strangest nitrate deposits in the world, truly vast areas of
porphyry copper mineralization and an impressive history of precious metal mining, contrasting mountain belts showing modern
extensional collapse and rapid compressional uplift all within a day’s drive, some of the wettest and driest climates, highest mountains
and deepest oceanic trenches in the world, the chance to travel over normal versus ‘flat-slab’ ocean plate subduction zones, a seismic
(and social) history that includes the largest earthquake ever recorded and a series of terrible tsunami events, an adjacent oceano-
graphy with a circulation system powerful enough to influence world climate, and a remarkable > 15 000-year history of human
colonization within an incomparable scenic and biogeographic setting.
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