REPORTED SPEECH
Tom: Direct: Tom said “I am ill” (present)

          Reported: Tom said (that) he was ill. (past)

Present → Past simple

Am/is → was

do/does → did


will → would

want → wanted

Are → were

have/has → had


can → could

know → knew, …

Past Simple→ Past perfect

Ann: “I woke up late”

RS  : Ann said (that) she had waken up late. 

· If you report something that it is still true, it’s not necessary to change the verb when you use RS.

Ex: Tom: New York is more lively than London

       RS  : Tom said (that) New York is more lively than London (was is also correct)

· You must use a past form when there’s a difference between what was said and what is really true.

Ex: I met Sonia a few days ago and she said, “Jill is ill”. Later that day, you see Jill and she looks great, you say: Sonia said (that) you were ill.

· Say/tell

Tell: You tell somebody something: Sonia told me (that) you were ill.





          What did you tell the police?

Say: You say something to somebody : Ann said goodbye to me.

· Tell/ask somebody to do something → use of infinitive (to do, to say, …)

Direct: “Stay in bed for a few days”, the doctor said to me.

RS     : The doctor told me to stay in bed for a few days.

Direct: “Don’t shout”, I said to John

RS     : I told him not to shout
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