MAKING A LOGICAL AND COHESIVE PRESENTATION OF AN IDEA / OPINION:

1. Present the topic statement.  The topic statement is the speaker’s main idea.  It is similar to a topic statement written at the beginning of an essay.  Everything that follows must support this idea.

2. Provide developed supporting ideas.  These would be reasons, details, and examples.  Provide at least two.

3. Provide a personalized example (if possible).  This strengthens the veracity of  your idea or argument.

EXAMPLE:

“What are the characteristics of a good neighbor?”

Response: 
 “The two most important characteristics of a good neighbor are friendliness and helpfulness.  A good neighbor should be like this.  (Topic Statement)
Let me tell you why.  Friendliness is important because being around friendly people makes our lives nicer, more livable.  (1st Support)
But, helpfulness is just as important since you need to be able to count on neighbors in a time of need.  You need to know that your neighbors are going to be there for you.(2nd Support)
     I want to tell you what happened once to me.  A few months ago I got home late, and no one was home.  The house was dark and closed.  Unfortunately I had forgotten my key.  I looked through all my pockets and in my bag, but I couldn’t find it.  So, I went over to my neighbors, who are really nice people.  They opened their door to me, and let me stay there for two hours until my parents got home.  They were very hospitable as they gave me a glass of tea, and we had a nice chat while I was waiting.”  (Personalization)
