I.-

DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES

Use:

To give essential information about a person, place, or thing. THE INFORMATION PROVIDED IS CRUCIAL IN UNDERSTANDING THE MEANING OF THE SENTENCE AND THERE ARE NO COMMAS.


Use 
who / whom for people


which for things/animals


where for places


whose to say of who/ of which (PEOPLE AND THINGS)

That  for people and things  (Most commonly in spoken English)

Who/which are often omitted when the verb after the relative pronoun has a different subject. Whose  cannot be omitted  AND WHERE ONLY IN SOME CASES.

Examples:

The woman  WHO  lives next door is a doctor.
 (Who lives next door: Tells us  WHICH woman)




it’s a book WHICH tells you how to 

relax

That’s the girl WHOSE father  is a 

film director

She’s the girl (WHO) I met last night

(IN THESE EXAMPLES, THE RELATIVE CLAUSE TELLS YOU WHICH PERSON OR THING OR WHAT KIND OF PERSON OR THING THE SPEAKER MEANS) 

II.-

NON-DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES


Use:

To give extra information about a person, place or thing. THEY PROVIDE INTERESTING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WHICH IS NOT ESSENTIAL FOR THE MEANING OF THE SENTENCE.

Use who, which, where, whose AND  whom

Examples:

Chester,WHERE MY PARENTS LIVE , is a 

beautiful town.

Last week I saw  my aunt Brenda, WHO’S NEARLY 80 YEARS OLD.
This picture, WHICH WAS PAINTED IN 1923, is worth millions of pounds.

My uncleTom ,WHOM I HAVE NEVER MET,  has a house in England. 

(IN THESE EXAMPLES THE RELATIVE CLAUSES DO NOT TELL YOU WHICH PERSON OR THING THE SPEAKER MEANS. WE ALREADY KNOW WHICH THING OR PERSON IS MEANT: CHESTER - AUNT BRENDA, ETC.

WHO IS USED WHEN THE RELATIVE PRONOUN IS THE SUBJECT, AND WHOM IS USED WHEN IT IS THE OBJECT OR WHEN A PREPOSITION IS USED.

EXAMPLE: THE MILLERS, WITH WHOM WE WENT ON HOLIDAY LAST YEAR, ARE VERY NICE PEOPLE.

Always put commas ( or a comma and a full stop) before and after the clause.

In these clauses who, which, where,  whose  and  whom  can’t be omitted.

You can’t use that instead of  who/which  IN NON-DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES.


