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A Make two sentences about each picture using the verbs in the box.

L@ fish make paint cook re-paint @ catcr’

z' i L3

running
He ‘s won the - She He She
marathon

B Decide what the people are saying. Use the verb in brackets cach
time,

Do you know _'ve been waiting Hurray !
{(wait) for an hour! (finish) this report at last!

Wow!
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(travel) a lot in life.
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A Match the beginning of each sentence with its correct ending, a or b.

Example:
I've lived in Birmingham

a) so that's why you haven’t seen me
X recently.
I've been living in Birmingham b

and London as well.

)
) most sorts of cars.
) most of my life.

{'ve driven
I've been driving

o o

) many times before.
) all afternoon.
)

oo

He’s been standing there

1
2
3 He’'s stood there
4
5

I've read the paper

[

and there's an interesting article on
poliution.

I've been reading the paper so | think Il take a walk now.

o

so | can give it to you now.
so it should be finished by Monday.

o 0

She’s been typing the report

6
7 She's typed the report
8
9

| haven't slept well

10 | haven't been sleeping well so I'll take a rest this afternoon.

11 I've dug the garden
12 I've been digging the garden

so I'm covered in mud.

)
)
)
) so | really must see the doctor.
)
)
} and planted all the lettuces.

oo |l oL

B Write four sentences using a phrase from both boxes each time.

this book all day.

I've been reading about half this book today.

I've read this book, but | haven't finished it yet.

this book, but | don’t remember exactly when.

-

2
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4

C Write present perfect simple or present perfect continuous in the correct

sentences.

Example:
When you use the _present perfect simple , the action is often complete.

1 When you use the , the action often continues.

2 You can use the if the action happened at any time.

3 The always refers to an action just before now.

4 You use the when you are most interested in how long
something took to do.

5 You use the when you are most interested in the result

of the action.
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Fresent perfect continuous (1 have been doing)

present perfect simple (I have done)?

a) Study these example situations:

b)

- See Unit 18 for more inform

¢) Some verbs are not u
have known (nor *h

Ann’sclothes are covered in paint,
Shehasbeen painting the ceiling.

Hasbeen paintingis the present
perfect continuous tense.

We areinterested in the action. It
does not macter whether something
has been finished or not. In the

example, the action has not been
finished.

£

The ceiling was white. Now it's blue,
She has painted the ceiling.

Has painted is the present
perfect simple tense.

This time, the important thingis
thatsomething has been finished. We
ar¢interested in the result of the
action, notin the action itself,

Herearesome pairs of examples:

Tom’shands arc very dirty. He
hasbeen repairing the car.

You’vebeen smoking too much
recently. You should smoke Jess.

~

The caris going again now. Tom
hasrepairedit.

Somebody has smoked all my cigar-
ettes. The packet s empry.

- Weuse the continious form to say

. Jimhasbeen playing tennis

—

how long something has been
happening:

Aan hasbeen writing lecters
all day.

How long have you been reading
thatbook?

since 2 o’clock.

We use the simple form to say how
much we have done, how many things
we have done, or how many.times we
have done something:

Ann has written ten letters today.

How many pages of that book have
youread? :

Jim has played tennis three times
this week.

Use

The Present Perfect Continuous is used:

ation about the present perfect and how long?.

sed in the continuous form, for cxamplYou have to say
ave been knowing'), For a list of these verbs see Unit 3b.

L. to express an activity which began in the past and continues to the

present.
We've been waiting here for hours!
1U’s been raining for days.

2. torefer to an activity with a result in the present.

I'm hot because P've been running,

I'don’t have any money because ve been shopping.

Note

1. Sometimes there is little or no difference in meaning between the
Present Perfect Simple and Continuous.

How long have you worked here?

How long have you been working here?
2. Think of the verbs that have the idea of a long time, for example,

wait, work, learn, travel, play.

These verbs can be found in the Present Perfect Continuous.
I've been playing tennis since 1 was a child.

Think of the verbs that don't have the idea of a long time, for

example, find, start, bity, die, lose, break, stop. It is unusual to find

these verbs in the Present Perfect Continuous.

I've bought a new dress.
My cat has died.
My radio’s broken.

3. Verbs that express a state, for example,

like, love, know, have for

possession, are not found in the Present Perfect Continuous.
We've known cach other for a few weeks.

NOT  We've been-wmowing cach other for a few weeks,

How long have vou had vour car?

NOT - How long have vou hoen-haviag vour car?

4. The Present Pertect Simple Tooks at the completed action, This is

why, i the sentence gives a number or

4 quantity, the Present

Pertect Simple is used. The Continuous is not possible.

I've written threc fetters today.

NOT - Fye beeswriing three letters today.
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