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April 25, 2005
Proposal for Short-Term English-Language Study

at The University of Alabama English Language Institute

for Students from Universidad de Chile
in Santiago, Chile

HOST INSTITUTION:

English Language Institute

The University of Alabama

CONTACT PERSON:

Bill Wallace

Director

MAILING ADDRESS:

Box 870250

Tuscaloosa, AL 35487-0250

TELEPHONE:


205-348-7413

FAX:




205-348-9266

EMAIL:



bwallace@eli.ua.edu

INTERNET:



www.eli.ua.edu

A. Proposal and Background Information
The English Language Institute (ELI) at The University of Alabama (UA) proposes to host a group of students from Universidad de Chile for a program of intensive English study. The dates of the program would coincide with the ELI’s Spring 1, 2006 half session (January 9 – February 6) or full session (January 9 – March 6).  The ELI also extends an invitation for an advisor to accompany the group and visit The University of Alabama campus for all or part of the study period (optional).

B. Basic Program Information
Curriculum
The English Language Institute offers a six-level intensive English program. Students are tested upon arrival and placed into the appropriate level of instruction based on their test results.  Students study 20 hours per week in three core classes (Reading/Writing, Speaking/Listening, and Structure) and may choose to take up to 10 additional hours per week in optional classes (such as TOEFL Preparation, Pronunciation, Current Events, Business English, and English Through Music), creating a class load of 4-5 hours per day, or 20-30 hours per week, throughout the session.  Classes are taught by experienced ESL professionals, all of whom have Master’s degrees in Teaching English as a Second Language or the equivalent.  In addition to core and optional classes, students meet with American conversation partners, participate in ELI-sponsored cultural and recreational activities, and study independently as they wish in the ELI Study Center and the UA Language Resource Center. Students from Universidad de Chile would participate in and be fully integrated into this program of study.

Cultural and Recreational Activities
In addition to the intensive ESL classes, students will have the opportunity to participate in cultural and recreational activities scheduled by the English Language Institute for its students as well as those offered on The University of Alabama campus for all UA students.  Such activities include day-long and weekend trips to various sites of interest in Alabama and the southeastern United States, concerts, theater, sporting events, shopping trips, and involvement in ELI and UA intramural sports and other forms of recreation.  Activities such as these which are scheduled by the ELI are offered at minimal cost to students who wish to participate. 

Institutional Resources
Universidad de Chile students will live in on-campus residence halls with roommates. They will eat their meals in university cafeterias located on the campus or in nearby restaurants, as they choose.  Students will receive University of Alabama student ID cards and will have full use of the institutional resources available at The University of Alabama, including the six libraries on campus (Main, Business, Science & Engineering, Education, Law, and Health Sciences), the various computer labs, the Student Health Center, and the Student Recreation Center and playing fields. ELI students in advanced levels may also receive permission to visit UA classes in their specific areas of interest at no extra cost.

Information on The University of Alabama and the English Language Institute

The University of Alabama, the state’s oldest public university (founded in 1831), is the senior comprehensive doctoral-level institution in the state of Alabama.  UA has an enrollment of approximately 21,000 students and is located in the southeastern part of the United States in Tuscaloosa, a city of 90,000 people.  The University of Alabama consists of 10 colleges and offers over 200 fields of study.

The English Language Institute, established by The University of Alabama in 1982, offers a year-round, six-level intensive English program designed primarily for students who need English for academic purposes.  In addition, the ELI conducts special programs and courses upon request for groups with specialized needs.

C. Program Dates 
The English Language Institute holds six eight-week sessions each year, and while the group from Universidad de Chile could select any ELI session, this proposal focuses on the Spring 1, 2006 session.  The 4-week Spring 1, 2006 half session will be January 9 – February 6, while the 8-week full session will be January 9 – March 6.  Other sessions of the ELI’s Intensive English Program begin in early March, mid May, late June, late August, and mid October of each year.

The group from Universidad de Chile should plan to arrive in Birmingham, Alabama on Sunday, January 8, one day prior to the beginning of the session.  (Should arrival on January 8 not be possible, the alternate arrival date is January 7.)  ELI representatives would meet the students at the Birmingham airport and transport them to the UA campus in the city of Tuscaloosa, a one-hour drive from Birmingham.  
Group transportation back to the Birmingham airport at the end of the program on February 7 or March 7 would also be provided.  Costs for group airport transportation are automatically included for groups of 5 or more students.
D. Program Costs
Individual student costs for this program of study include standard ELI charges related to tuition and fees, medical insurance, housing, meals, and textbooks.  Detailed costs per student for the Spring 1, 2006 session are as follows:

Full Session
   
Half Session
Tuition



   $ 1,700* 

   $ 1,020*  

University Fee


   $    300

   $    150

Housing


   $    975**

   $    488**
Meals (estimate)

   $    630

   $    315

Books (estimate)

   $    125

   $    125

Medical Insurance

   $    175***

   $      90***
TOTAL

   $ 3,905

   $ 2,188
*  Optional courses are available at a cost of $25-$35 per subject.
** The housing cost provided is for apartment-style living.  Dormitory-style housing                   is available at a lower cost of $780 per full session or $390 per half session.

***The charge for medical insurance can be deducted should your university wish to    
    provide its own coverage for your students.  Proof of adequate insurance will be                    required.

Special Discounts for Engineering students of Universidad de Chile
1. For a group of at least 5 students, we can provide two ELI optional classes free of charge, a savings of up to $70 per student.

2. In addition, we can provide the following tuition discounts depending on the number of students in the group:

# of Students
         Full-Session Tuition       Full-Session Total Cost
  5 – 15 students
     $ 975


$3,180 per person

# of Students
         Half-Session Tuition       Half-Session Total Cost
  5 - 15 students
     $ 600


$1,768 per person
Notes:
(1) Your university is free to pass these discounts along to the students or to use the discounts to cover the administrative costs of the program.


(2) SEVIS FEE:  Normally, ELI applications must be accompanied by a $100 application fee, which is later reimbursed to the students to cover the cost of the $100 SEVIS fee. Since the ELI application fee is waived for sponsored students such as yours, no SEVIS fee reimbursement is provided. However, if you wish, the ELI can prepay the SEVIS fee for your students and add this amount to the total program cost.  Please inform us if you want the ELI to prepay the SEVIS fee for your students.
E.  Advisor from Universidad de Chile
Should a professor or staff member of Universidad de Chile wish to accompany the group of students for part of their study period, the English Language Institute would provide on-campus room and board at no cost to this advisor provided that a minimum of 10 students participate.  The advisor would have full access to UA facilities such as libraries, computer labs, and the recreation center during his or her stay.

F.  Summary
The English Language Institute at The University of Alabama would be pleased to host a group of students from Universidad de Chile during the Spring 1, 2006 full session (January 9 – March 6) or the half session (January 9 – February 6) of its Intensive English Program.  For the proposed dates, we could accept a group of up to 15 students.  
In order to accommodate your group and to process the I-20 forms for their student visas in a timely manner, we would need a commitment from you regarding their registration (including each participant’s name, gender, date of birth, country of birth, and country of citizenship) no later than Tuesday, November 1, 2005.  Please contact us should you have any questions or need more information. 

I look forward to working with you and your university in order to provide a successful study-abroad experience at The University of Alabama for students from Universidad de Chile.
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