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One hypothetical form of [global] governance (world government or world empire) can 

be conceived as having a hierarchical form of coordination, whether centralized (unitary) 

or decentralized (federal). The other form of coordination would be non-hierarchical, 

and this we would call multilateral.7 

wished to avoid using a term that would harken back to the thinking about world gov-

ernment in the 1940s, which was largely based on fear of atomic bombs and too often 

had no practical proposals for the transition short of a revolutionary act of the united 

peoples of the world.12 
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