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. The Letter of Cupid

Cupid, the lord to whose commands are bent 1
The gentle company of gods on high,

“To whom those bound in hell are obedient,

~ Whom mortal folk all serve assiduously,

Cithera's child, the goddess's son truly: : 5
To all those subjects of our power we

Send greetings, from our royal deity.

In general we will it to be known

That ladies to whom all give reverence,

And other gentlewomen too, have sown 10
Such seed of complaint in our audience,

~ Of men who do them outrage and offence,

It grieves our ears to hear this sad lament,

So piteous is the matter they present.

More than the other lands, about this isle 15

Called Albion these women most complain. |

They say that there's the height and depth of guile,: ¢t o cvnn i n
There men know how to fabricate and feign ..., _“{\J_j‘_.:
With standing tears which from both eyes drop rain o
(When really their hearts don't feel distress) 20
To blind all women with their doubleness.

Men's words are spoken mournfully and slow,

And with such pitiable countenance,

Each upright person who observes them so

Judges that in their hearts lies real grievance. : 25
So insupportable is their penance,

(They say), unless their lady change their lot .
Immediately, they'll die upon the spoi.

“Ah lady mine,” they say, “you may be sure’

If you'll show mercy I will ever be, 30
-As long as life may flourish and endure,

To you as meek and low in each degree

As possible, and act with secrecy,
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Just as, you know, you'd rather that I do, ‘
And if I don't, may my heart break in two.” 35

How hard it is to know a man's true heart!
The outward surface hides the truth from s1ght
When every word which from man's lips may start
Is thought sincere, his conversation might :
Seem unexceptionable, artless, and right. 40
O faithful woman, innocent and true,

- Smooth-seeming falseness works its tricks on you.

" Then bit by bit, moved by benevolence,
Thinking that all things are as these men say,
Women grant grace through pity and good sense, - 45

Lest men, in love's absence, should pine away, pi~t ~wu o o aeted m‘q '
And cheerfully they enter on the way andh physicel decling,

Of blissful love — a way that's hard to keep to,
Thus are most women won, and made to weep, too.

Then when this man the pot has by the handle, 50
When she's made his, without another‘s trace "
He thinks the game's no longer worth the candle:

He deals with her no more if, in her pIace,

Another surfaces on whom his base

Affection he confers. O may he grieve! ’ 55

~ Despite his oaths, a man's hard to believe.

Since every false man has some special friend, —

- That kind of mate all men are glad to know —

As soon as his affair's come toanend

He quickly hastens to his good fellow ~ 60
The place, in fact, he just can't wait to go. '

- It's not enough for him to've had his fun,

He also must recount how it was done.

Does boasting thus seem right? Is this honor?

Should man reveal himself thus to ill-fame? 65

Can it be good to call himself a traitor

- Expose a woman to a slanderous name,

And tell how on her body he's brought shame?

No worship will he on himself confer: ‘

Severe reproof instead for him and her. 70
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‘Reproof for her? no, she should not feel gnef
All that she did was p1ty1ng1y meant.
But he who planned and plotted this mischief,
Who spoke so fair yet was to falsehood bent, ‘
- His be the grief and shame, by Reason sent, 75
And hers should be the thanks perpetual,
Who in a time of need could help so well.

Although these men, through sleight and subtlety,

A foolish, simple, innocent woman ‘

Betray, why it's no wonder since the city - 80
Of ancient Troy — the famous tale began —

Betrayed was through the deceit of man,

And set afire; the city's overthrow

" And ultimate destruction we all know.

Don't men betray both countries great and kings? 85

'Who is it that can shape a remedy

Against contrived arrangements, hidden things? -

- 'Who has the craft such stratagems to see

But man, whose will is ready, ceaselessly

Devising falsehoods, busy night and day. | . 90 ,
Women, beware of men's cunning, I say. Qirenves e (o 1f, o

And further, what these men will want to do

Where it appears unlikely they'll succeed

Is to get creatures like themselves, untrue,

- And importune them to pursue their need. 95

* One begs another in this cause to speed

And largely he rewards his friend's travail.

Women don't understand how men prevaﬂ' peove mail ?f’w el
g i g"f“ A

Another wretch says to his hapless friend

' “Good hunting! for the woman who's inspired 100

Your love does not to faithfulness pretend.

For a long trip, by men she's so desired —

And, like a horse, from day to day is hired —

- That when you leave the woman you've embraced

Another comes; you're rapidly replaced. 105

~ Now spur on fast and ride along your way.
~ While you are with her. She behind your back




Is liberal; she can no man gainsay,

- But quickly from each one will take a snack,

- For thus these women act now, all the pack. 110
Whoever trusts them, hanged may he be,

They always look for change and novelty.”

Whence do these speeches spring, but from envy?

Since he himself can't win — no, can't get at — her,

He speaks reproach of her and villainy, 115
Just thus men's blabbing tongue is wont to chatter,

Thus sundry men will often try to batter

Others' defences down, in sundry wise,
Because they can't achieve their longed-for prize.

~ Many a man would not, for his own good 120
'(Who has in love his time misspent, abused,) |
Let it be known his plea had been withstood
And that he was by his lady refused,
Or that in vain was everything he'd mused.
Wherefore he knows no better medicine B 125
Than lies about his lady to begin. ‘

“All women are,” he says,.“casy to get,

Not one can say no if she is well wooed.

If any man takes time with her, his set

Intention will not fail unless it's crude, 130

Unless he's sunk in such a foolish mood

‘That he spoils all with impropriety.

Women don't like that, it seems to me.”

To slander women thus cannot be right. s (anoler wrice fed o€
The courtier who to courtesy aspires - 0h Las gy e Stadtads
Must in defence of women take delight, ' '
Just as the order of gentleness requires.

If anyone the virtuous life admires

He must flee what's to gentleness contrary:

‘A slandering tongue is his great adversary. 140

‘A foul vice is it to be light of tongue. ‘ ‘,
‘Whoever chatters freely, babbles oft. |
The tongue of man so swift is and so strong | ‘
‘That when it is erected high aloft



It follows Reason slowly, and so soft,
The tongue, it seems, can't overtake again.
Lord! in a pinch you can count on these men!

If sometimes men have found one woman bad, 7 Def ol cbosly oo fres

Inconstant, negligent, and changeable,
Arrogant, haughty, one whose malice had | i
Stripped her of love, made unreliable, {
Sly, cunning, false, her actions culpable, g
Wicked and violent, full of cruelty, |
It can't be said that such all women be.

When the high god the angels had created,
Were there not found some, among all the rout,
Of whom malice and pride must be related?
Yes, everyone knows that, without a doubt,

A multitude of spirits were cast out.

Shall all the angels thus be labelled proud?
Such a contention cannot be allowed.

Of twelve apostles one a traitor was,

The remnant of them faithful were and true.
Then if it happen that one woman does
Behave falsely, men must that one eschew,
Not then conclude all women are untrue.

In my view it's men's own unfaithfulness

" That causes them to trust in women less.

~ O every man should have a tender heart

- Toward woman; he should judge her honorably.
However we assess his outward part,

Whether he's bad or acts judiciously;

Every man knows, whose mind works reasonably,
~ That he is-from a woman's womb descended,
Thus it's his shame when she is not defended.

Good fruit from wicked trees can never come, |
* For as the fruit is, so indeed's the tree. _
Think of the body that your own came from.
Your mother is the mirror in which you see.
- Honor her, if you would honored be. ‘
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Despise her not, respect her, hold her dear,
Lest by your fault, your wickedness appear.

PE fean™

An ancient English proverb tells us this,

“Men say that bird or fowl is dishonest,

Whatever kind it is, and thought churlish 185
Whose practice is to dirty its own nest.” :

- Men! to speak well of womankind is best,

And never to disparage or condemn: -

Their reputation means so much to them.

- Ladies likewise complain about the clerks, 190
That scholars have made books in which they claim
To criticize and slur all women's works, o

~ Saying that they deserve reproach and blame,

And causelessly give them a wicked name. |
Thus women are abused on every side, 195
 And lied about, and slandered far and wide.

These wicked books ther list what they have done,
How women have betrayed, to name a few,
» Adam and David, Sampson, Solomon,

And many another more. Who can rehearse anew 200
~ The treason that they've done, and still will do? I Seemy oy o
Who may their female malice comprehend? oo Aot bnsgnngen oo

~ Certainly not the world. Clerks say it hasno end. e

~ Ovid, in his book called Remedy ‘
Of Love, reproach and shame of women writes. 205
In this, it seems to me, he wrote folly, |

- As does each man who in such stuff delights.

A scholar's custom is, when he endites

Work about women — prose or rhyme or verse -

To say they're bad, though he knows the reverse. 210

Most clerks at school in Ovid's book have read:

It cautions them when grown to shun love's game, ,

- And when it comes to love, to live in dread,

Since to deceive is women's entire aim.

They say it's best if one can perils frame — 215
Can calculate where danger's jaws will snap, |
~ For many a man fell in a woman's trap.
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It makes no difference what the clerks maintain,
For all their wrongful writings we don't care.

All their concern and labor is in vain.

Together Nature and I, my lady fair,

Won't let it happen, while the world may wear,
That clerks by their outrageous tyranny '
Should exercise on women mastery.

At one time many clerks were in our chain
Bound up, who now, because desire is less Corg oy

And distaste more, may not to love attain, ;. v -

And say, in age, that love is foolishness.
Because they lack both courage and success
They stir up others, by their wicked saws,
To mutiny against us and our laws. '

In spite of those who slander women most,
- Such is the frightful force which we command
That suddenly we can strike down their boast,
Immediately their fantasies are banned.
" The choice of loves shall not lie in their hand,
The foulest slut in town they shan't refuse ] A bit
If we wish it, whatever plan they muse; h{‘”“
| , | U o
But in their hearts they'll burningly desire
To have her, like a duchess or a queen.
So can we all men's hearts kindle to fire
And, as we please, send joy and sorrow keen.
Those who toward women cruel and harsh have been
Shall feel and know how sharply we can smite,
And how our strokes fall, how they carve and bite.

For even this great clerk, subtle Ovid,

And many another man, had to endure

Woman's deceit. We know that no men did

Bear more than scholars had to. What pleasure!

So excellent a doctor could not cure

Himself: and others more, who could well preach,
They too were trapped, whatever they might teach.

.

You may be certain that each stratagem
By women was perceived as it was meant.
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It makes no difference what the clerks maintain,
For all their wrongful writings we don't care.
All their concern and labor is in vain. |
Together Nature and I, my lady fair,

Won't let it happen, while the world may wear,
That clerks by their outrageous tyranny
Should exercise on women mastery.

At one time many clerks were in our chain
Bound up, who now, because desire is less
And distaste more, may not to love attain,
And say, in age, that love is foolishness.
Because they lack both courage and success
They stir up others, by their wicked saws,
To mutiny against us and our laws.

In spite of those who slander women most,
Such is the frightful force which we command
That suddenly we can strike down their boast,
Immediately their fantasies are banned.

The choice of loves shall not lie in their hand,
The foulest slut in town they shan't refuse

If we wish it, whatever plan they muse; -

But in their hearts they'll burningly desire
To have her, like a duchess or a queen.

So can we all men's hearts kindle to fire
And, as we please, send joy and sorrow keen.

Those who toward women cruel and harsh have been ’

Shall feel and know how sharply we can smite,

And how our strokes fall, how they carve and bite.

For even this great clerk, subtle Ovid,

And many another man, had to endure
Woman's deceit. We know that no men did
‘Bear more than scholars had to. What pleasurc!’
So excellent a doctor could not cure

Himself: and others more, who could well preach,v
They too were trapped, whatever they might teach.

You may be certain that each stratagem
By women was perceived as it was meant.
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They realized how cunningly such men

Attacked them, on what plots their hearts were bent,

And thus these clerks were caught, in the event.

With one venom another was destroyed,
And thus these scholars often were annoyed.

These were not gentlewomen, nonetheless,
Who practiced such deceptions in this wise;
. But thus vile women who were virtueless
Compensated ancient scholars wise.
Therefore scholars mustn't criticize
Feminine behavior generally:

, Credit can't be acquired dishonorably.

If those men who to be lovers pretend
Behaved more faithfully and did not lie,
~ And dreaded to deceive or to offend,

- Then women might not choose to pass them by. -
But each man's heart's a fickle butterfly = ~eii 2

Which can alight on one just a short while.

Can it be wrong in this case to beguile?: ¢ /s ...

One accusation men have right at hand:

That women lightly, without any pain

Are captured, and they can no man withstand
Who chooses his discomfort to explain.

They are so frail; they can't themselves restrain;
Whoever likes may easily possess

Those hearts which are so easy to impress.

For master John de Meun, as I suppose,
It was a foolish occupation then, '
His making of the Romance of the Rose:
So.many a'sly insinuation; men

~ And situations to twist round his pen,

- So long a process, so many a clever wile
Offered, a foolish damsel to beguile!

We cannot see, nor our wit comprehend
That art and pain and subtlety may fail

To conquer there, and soon to make an end
When man a feeble fortress shall assail. .
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Soon too on that battalion he'll prevail
Whose members offer only sad silence,
Where no one has the heart to make defense.

Then must it follow of necessity . 295
Since art requires such stratagems and pain

To trick a woman, whosoever she be,

That constancy does in their hearts remain,

Unlike what several subtle scholars feign.

Rather they are what women ought to be: ? 300
Serious, constant, brlmrmng with pity. ‘

To J ason, what a friend Medea was

In the procuring of the fleece of gold,

How falsely he repaid her tenderness ~
Whose help permittéd him the fleece to hold. 305
How may this man (shame on him) be so bold

To lie and cheat her, who from death and shame

Kept him, and got him everlasting fame?

- Think of the Trojan traitor Aeneas, B Y N AR SR S
The faithless man, how he himself foreswore \x 310
To Dido, who the queen of Carthage was, Blda's deeTis
Who rescued him from all his suffering sore.
What gentleness might she have done him more
Than she with unfeigned purpose to him did?
And then what mischief in his heart was hid! 315

" In our Legend of Martyrs can be found Yl 3 ind b eend
(By anyone who may this book have read) g rndo b

That men will not by oath or pledge be bound,
Of condemnation strong they have no dread; -
In heart of man all faithfulness is dead. - 1320
The soil is parched; there may no truth be grown,
- To women specially is their vice well known.

. “There is no malice,” so these clerks maintain,

“Like to a woman's crooked wickedness.”

O woman! How will you yourself sustain 325
- Since men agamst you so much harm witness?

~ A straw for them! Chin up! Avoid sadness!
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Guard what's your own, however fierce men be,
And some of them will smart, I guarantee! '

What can there be, in woman's spite, to fear? 330
They slay no people, level no cities,

They don't oppress others, nor domineer,

Betray empires, or realms, or rich duchies,

Nor strip from men their lands or properties,

Poison their friends, houses reduce to ash, 335
Nor fraudulent bonds make, simply for cash.

Trust, perfect love, consummate charity,
" Fervent intention, and a heart inclined
To virtue, as it seems, most suitably —
These are the qualities of womankind | ' 340
And women can restore man's angry mind =~
With soft and soothing words, discreet, bemgn,f
Their inward state revealed by outward sign.

The female heart does not to cruelty ,
Incline itself; instead they're generous, 345
Compassionate, full of humility,
Modest, submissive, shy and courteous,
Timid and cautious and in speech judicious.

' The woman who has not these qualities
Cannot the promptings of her nature please. 350

% Men say that our first mother, nonetheléss,
Made all mankind to lose their liberty,
And naked stripped us all of happiness.
When God's express command she flouted; she ,
Presumed to taste and eat of that same tree 355
“Which God forbade. This act she should not have |
Done; had the fiend not been, she would not have. e d s b
- 00 AL~ i
The envious swelling that the fiend, our foe,
Felt in his heart because of mankind's wealth,
- Dispatched a serpent, sent her forth to go 360
To mislead Eve, and thus was all man's wealth
Snatched from him by the fiend, by guile and stealth,
The woman unwitting how the trick was wrought,
God knows it was the farthest from her thought! -

—
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Therefore we say that this good woman Evé 365

Our father Adam then deceived nought.

Her act was not intended to deceive

It seems, unless the woman, in her 'thou‘ght »
' Had planned it out, before it first was wrought.
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The act, however, doesn't these terms meet, 370 ¢ A

And hence it can't justly be called deceit.

No one deceives without intending it, | T w:s o rals  Foel

The fiend, not Eve, had plotted all this ill, v i» { o dhe ol ot e 1
Then it is wrong to judge, or think it fit |
To censure her. Eve's guilt in this is nil. 375

‘Reprove the fiend: let his be the ill-will.

' We must excuse her simple innocence, g

* Save only that she broke obedience. | e (5 e Blame

How few the men are (while we're on this theme) —_
‘Hardly a one, we dare with safety say — - | 380
From day to day, as plainly may be seen,

Who don't God's precepts often disobey.

Keep this in mind won't you, good sirs, we pray,
Whenever you are wise and sensible
You'll then hold her the more excusable. - 385

“And when men say, “In man is steadfastness, -
And woman's heart's essentially unstable,”
- Who may of Adam bear such staunch witness?
Tell me this now, was he not changeable?
Our parents both together met with trouble, ‘ 390
Except that willingly the fiend tricked Eve —
She did not so-to Adam, by your leave. ’

Yet that sin was a glad one for mankind,
" The fiend was tricked, in spite of all his sleight,
For all he could man in his traps enwind. . 395
In order to make man's sin-burden light .
God freely came down from his heavenly height,
- And flesh and blood he took of a virgin, '
And suffered death to free mankind from sin.

| And God, from whom nothing may hidden b¢, 400
- If he in women knew such sinfulness '




As men attribute to them generally,

Of our lady, whose bounty is to bless,

He'd never have been born; but from distress ‘
And vice he knew her free, with virtue filled, 405 |
Hence of her cleanness to be born he willed. .

Accumulated virtue has such force

That all too weak is human faculty

To set it out, and therefore our recourse
Instead of praising her must simply be : 410
To pause. One thing we're certain of, that she | 1 3
- Unworthy man continually befriends, ' : |
The key of mercy from her waist depends. = | i

‘[7, ) C ] (‘»/ S A ‘3“":,,‘7 ; ﬂq

And everyone of mercy has such need
* That lacking it, farewell the joy of man. 415
Remember well this virgin's power — indeed | Respe et neso b
Mcrcy she may obtain, she will, she can. - E‘ ‘i { “ “ ) L % I
~ Displease her not, respect both that woman | \ii V ,S\’ ,n e
And other women also, for her sake, M e 1 RIS
Unless you do, your sorrow shall awake. 420 o

O precious gem, o martyr Margaret,

Fear no more your holy blood's effusion,

Your martyrdom we cannot now forget,

O constant woman, in your martyr's passion, |

You overcame the crafty fiend's temptation. 425
Your virtuous example, unafraid,

Turned many to the faith of God, pure maid.

But understand that wecommend hernot | Gt o VL

So much because of chaste virginity, far ctaad B 7o e &
Be sure that that was never in our thought, 430
For ever we wage war on chastity, o gl i Tl £

And ever shall. Instead know this truly,
It is her loving, constant heart that we

May not drive out of our memory. - | |
" Where can you find in any sort of book \ - o
i f ”

A passage that relates that women took
No care of him, left him in woe or strife?

That speaks of Jesus's works, his death and life, \ froe e o
|
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Where was there found a single man, alive
To him as women were? No, there were none. 440
1The apostles forsook Jesus, every one. lovin SR AV )

Women forsook him not: but then the seals

Of faith were kept by one woman alone.

This is the truth that holy writ reveals:

Look and you'll see what scripture here makes known. 445
And therefore it can patently be shown; »

In women's bosoms all the constance reigns,

Men's hearts contain all variance and change. -

Believe this firmly, steadfastly, and be ) G o T
Convinced that this disinterested praise 450 <
" Of women is not said for flattery : S S v

Nor to inflate their minds with prideful phrase
But only so it may their spirits raise,
Encouraging women to persevere

In virtue, and to live in honor clear. S 455

The more the virtue is, the less the pride.

Virtue is so entirely worthy in kind,

That vice and she may not together abide.

She exiles vice completely from the mind. |

She flees from him, she leaves him far behind.” 460
+ O woman who to virtue are hostess, |

Great is your honor and your worthiness.

Then thus will we conclude. We'll say, in sum:
- We order each and every minister ‘
 'Who's poised at our regal command to come, 465
" To punish straight these traitors sinister, ‘
With speed and dispatch to apply this cure:
' Expel them from our court, completely spurn
These creatures so that they may not return.




Thus let it be, without the least delay;
Let there be no excuse or exculpation.
Written in the air, the lusty month of May,
Within our battlements where many a milllion,
Of lovers true have found their habitation.
The year of grace so joyful and jocund, ‘

A thousand and four hundred and second. |4 0 4

Thus ends the letter of Cupid:
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