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StiB.if:CT: A Brief Look at "Opt:ration l.ontlor" 

l. "Operation Condorll is a coopcr¡.¡t]vc effort by thc 

intclligcnce/security services of severé11 South American 

countries to combat terrorism and subversion. The original 

members included services from Chile, Argen~ina, Uruguar, 

Paraguay, Brazil and Bolivia; Peru and Ecuador recently became 

mcmbers. The Agency's first kno1-.rledge of the organization's 

existence carne in Narch 1976 when 

reported that Colonel Manuel CONTRERAS, then chief of the 

Chilean Directorate of National Intelligence (DINA), had 

initiated a program of cooperation be~ween the intelligence 

services of Chile, Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay· élnd Bolivia 

e a 1 1 e 9 11 P 1 a n Con d o r . 11 A l t h o u g h e o o pe r a t i o n b e t '"e en . t he 

r e S p e C t i V e i n t e 11 i gen Ce/ S e C U r Í t-y S e r V i C e S h a d e X i S t e d f O T 

sorne time-- perhaps as early as February 1974·-- the 

cooperative effort ~as not formalized unti1 late May 1976 whcn 

a Condor meeting was held in Santiago, Chile. The b~sic 

theme of the meeting was long~range cooperation among the 

ser~ices of the participating countries, but went well 

beyond informa t ion exchange. Candor member.s \'!re re g i ven 

numeri::al designations; i.e., "Candor One," "Candor T1"o," 

etc. 

2. By July 1976 the Agency was rcceiving reports 
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th.1t Condo1~ pi;;nned to engage in "cxc:cutivc :--tction" 

0 t ; i :; i d e t h e i. e r 1' i t ü r y o f m e ;n b e r e o u n r r i ~ s él ,g él i n s t 1 e íl J e r s 

o[ indigcnous tcrrorist groups resicling Jbroíld. The 

latter included members of.,the Revolutionary Coordinating 

Junta (JCR) which comprised the Chi1ean MTR, Argentine 

ERP, Uruguayan MLN-Tupé!maros, and certain other less 

important groups. 

2 
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4 . O u r i n g t h e p J s t t ,.,. o y e a r s C o n d o r r e r r e s e n t a -

tives have ~et periodically in one or 3nother of the' 

member countries to coordinatc thcir activitics, hJve 

established a spec·ial communications network, and have. 

conducted training of various types including psychological 

warfare. 
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