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ENTITIES: LYON’S LOGICALLY-BASED VIEW

	                       O1E’s


	                        O2E’s
	                          O3E’s

	- They are physical objects (where

people occupy the highest position).

Then, animals and things are ranked  -

in lower positions.

- They are ‘entities proper’.  O1E’s 
are concrete objects found in the 

world.

- They are actual things that have 

such properties such as:

- They exist.

- Under normal conditions,

they are relatively constant

as to their perceptual properties.

- They are publicly observable.

- They exist at a given point of 

time and place; thus they are

found within time and space.

- O1E’s can be “identified” and 

properties can be ascribed to them.

- They are ‘ signified’ by N’s and 

‘identified’ by NP’s (conceptual

complexes).

- A same O1E cannot be found in  

two different places at the same

time.


	- They are observable and, unless 
They are instantaneous events, they 
Have a temporal duration.

- O2E’s are events, processes or

states-of- affairs which are located

in time.

- They are said to ‘occur’, or take 
place, rather than exist.

- They are events, linguistically 
realised by NP’s or Pseudo NP’s. 

e.g. the sunset.

- They are ‘denoted’ by the so-called 

‘abstract’, or  factive,  N’s and 

‘identified’ by complex NP’s.

Examples of N’s denoting O2E’s:

hurricane, party, fire, storm, 

accident, love, friendship, 

beauty, etc.

- O2E’s are much more ‘perceptual’

and conceptual than O1E’s.


	- They are abstract entities represented

  as  propositions; as such they are

  outside time and space. They are

  mental constructs.

- They are logical entities. As such 
they are ‘true’ or ‘false’ rather than 
real.

- They neither occur nor exist.
NOTE: they cannot occur and are not

located in time or  space because

they are mental constructs.

- They are products of reasoning.

- They are not observable.

- They are linguistically realized 
by S’s or Cl’s.

- O3E’s can be asserted or denied,

  remembered or forgotten

- O3E’s may function as the objects 
of  the so-called ‘propositional 
attitudes’: i.e., belief, expectation, judgement. They are what logicians 
often call ‘intensional objects’.










