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HANDOUT 2 - SEMANTIC ROLES

CAUSER

	        AGENTIVE
	             INSTRUMENT
	 EXTERNAL CAUSER

	(+) entity

(+) animate

(+) deliberate instigator

(+) related to action
	(+) entity

(-) animate

(-) deliberate instigator

(+) related to action / process

(+) under the control of an agentive
	(+/-) entity

(-) animate

(-) deliberate instigator

(+) related to process

(+/-) natural event


OBJECTIVE

	     AFFECTED
	     EFFECTED
	    COGNATE
	    EVENTIVE
	   POSITIONER

	(+/-) entity

(+/-) animate

(-) deliberate  

     instigator

(+/-) related to 

       action / process
	(+/-) entity

(+/-) animate

(-) deliberate 

     instigator

(+/-) related to

       action / process
	(+) pseudo entity

(-) animate

(-) deliberate 

     instigator

(+/-) action/process
	(+) pseudo entity

(-) animate

(-) deliberate 

     instigator

(+/-) action/process
	(+) pseudo entity

(-) animate

(-) deliberate

     instigator

(-) action

(+) state


 DATIVE

    

	    EXPERIENCER
	       RECIPIENT

	(+) entity

(+) animate

(+/-) human

(+/-) deliberate instigator

(+/-) related to action

(+/-) related to state
	(+) entity

(+) animate

(+/-) human

(-) deliberate instigator

(+) related to action 


                                                    CIRCUMSTANCE


MANNER
PURPOSE
REASON
CONTRAST/CONCESSION
     TEMPORAL

 











Point
        Period












Source         Goal

LIST OF SEMANTIC ROLES 

	            Subj
	            Pdtor
	             Od
	             Oi

	    Causer / Agentive  

           (Doer)
- Their child broke my

  window

- Margaret is studying

  Grammar
	            Action

- I am not going
  anywhere tonight

- My friend Arthur has
  sold his old car


	   Objective / Affected

- The research team 

  carried out two projects

- The boys are playing

  football
	   Dative / Recipient

- Mr. Smith has given

  his son a radio

- They gave him a watch

  on his retirement

	     External Causer

- The avalanche
  destroyed several houses

- The electric shock
  killed him


	              State

- The audience enjoyed 

   the beautiful concert 

- The teacher saw the

  exercise in an old book
	   Objective / Effected

- Ford Motors has/have

  designed a new car
- My mother baked a 

  delicious cake
	

	   Causer / Instrument

- A car knocked them

  down

- The computer has 

  solved the problem


	            Process

- The problem of the

  violence arose
- The authorities are
  developing a new plan
	   Dative / Experiencer

- The girl has kissed her

  boyfriend

- The policemen arrested

  a drunk wanderer
	

	   Dative / Experiencer

- My next door neighbour
  had met the man whose 

  house we bought

- We need more 

  comprehensive schools

  
	
	   Objective / Cognate

- We were singing songs.

- It was raining big drops.
	

	    Dative / Recipient
- The teacher got some

 extra money for his work

- Mr. Smith’s son receiv-

  ed a radio


	
	   Objective / Eventive

- John and Mary had an
  argument.

- My mother gave me a  

  severe reprimand.
	

	  Objective / Affected

- The house belongs to a

  rich man travelling to

  India

- Stratford-Upon-Avon is

  the village where 

  Shakespeare was born


	
	
	

	   Objective / Effected

- The radio was invented

  by Marconi

- A new car has been 

 designed by Ford Motors
	
	
	


	              Cs
	                 Co
	                         Adv

	    Attribute / Current

- He is my brother
- He seems unhappy
- She remained silent
	     Attribute / Current

- They consider me their closest

  friend

- I want my food hot
	                 Manner

- The Minister explained his policy very clearly
- I can recommend this candidate with complete

  confidence.

	   Attribute / Resulting

- We became restless
- He turned traitor
- He felt ill
	    Attribute / Resulting

- They elected him President

- The heat turned the milk sour
	                Purpose

- He is applying for a better job
- He built a playhouse for his little daughter

	
	
	                Reason

- He lost his job because of his laziness

- She was fined for dangerous driving.

	
	
	              Instrumental

- I have difficulty eating with chopsticks
- You must sign the contract with a fountain-pen

	
	
	            Committative (Company)

- An old lady is walking with her nurse

- He is travelling to India with  his servant

	
	
	            Temporal / Point

- We went to a concert yesterday
- My father was born in 1954

	
	
	            Temporal / Period

- She was dancing for hours
- They were talking during the class

	
	
	             Locative / Location

- Shakespeare was born on Stratford-Upon-Avon

- My mother always bought her blouses in the 

  same shop

	
	
	             Locative / Source

- This book cannot be taken from the library
- I heard the news on the radio

	
	
	             Locative / Extension

- We walked ten miles
- We mustn’t go very much further

	
	
	             Locative / Goal

- She hurried to the station.

- I am not going anywhere tonight.

	
	
	                   Means

- She learned to cook by watching her mother.

- They travelled by car.


SYNTACTIC AND SEMANTIC FUNCTIONS








Causer / Agentive (Doer)
- Their child broke my window.









- Margaret is studying grammar.




External Causer


- The avalanche destroyed several houses.









- The electric shock killed him.





Causer / Instrument

- A car knocked him down.









- The computer has solved the problem.
Subj 





Dative / Experiencer

- My next door neighbour met the man









  whose house we bought.









- We need more comprehensive schools.




Dative / Recipient

- The teacher got some extra money for his work.









- Mr. Smith’s son received a radio.





Objective / Affected

- The house belongs to a man travelling to India.









- Stratford-Upon-Avon is the village where









  Shakespeare was born.





Objective / Effected

- The radio was invented by Marconi.









- A new car was designed by Ford Motors.





Action



- I am not going anywhere tonight.









- My friend Arthur has sold his old car.
Pdtor      


Process



- The problem of the violence arose.








- The authorities are developing a new plan.




State



- The audience enjoyed the beautiful concert.









- The teacher saw the exercise in an old book.




Objective / Affected

- The research team carried out two projects.








- The boys are playing football.
       



Objective / Effected

- Ford Motors has/have designed a new car.








- My mother baked a delicious cake.




Dative / Experiencer

- The girl has kissed her boyfriend.








- The policemen beat a drunk wanderer.
 Oi / (Od/Oi)    





Objective / Cognate

- We were singing songs.









- It was raining big drops.





Objective / Eventive

- John and Mary had an argument.









- My mother gave me a reprimand.





Objective / Positioner

- The women were sitting outside.









- The man was carrying a suitcase.

O2/(Od/O2)



Dative / Recipient

- Mr. Smith has given his son a radio.

- They gave him a watch on his retirement.










    - He seemed unhappy.





Attribute / Current

    - He is my brother.









     - She remained silent.
Cs        
 










Attribute / Resulting

    - We became restless.









      - He turned traitor.
- He felt ill.





Attribute / Current

    -They consider me their closest friend.
 


     - I want my food hot.


Co             






Attribute / Resulting

    - They elected him President.









     - The heat turned the milk sour.





Manner


- The minister explained his policy very clearly.
- I can recommend this candidate with complete

  confidence. 





Purpose

- He is applying for a better job.








    
- He built a playhouse for his little daughter
.















   

Reason

   
- He lost his job because of his laziness.








- She was fined for dangerous driving.





Instrumental

- I have difficulty eating with chopsticks.








- You must sign the contract with a fountain-pen.






Committative

- An old lady is walking with her nurse.





 (Company)

- He is travelling to India with his servant.










Temporal / Point
- We went to a concert yesterday.








- My father was born in 1954.

Adv  
               


Temporal / Period
- She was dancing for hours.








- They were talking  during class.





Locative / Location
- Shakespeare was born in Stratford-Upon-Avon.







- My mother always boght her blouses in the same








  Shop.






Locative / Source
- This book cannot be taken from the library.








- I heard the news on the radio.





Locative / Extension
- We walked ten miles.








- We mustn’t go very much further.





Locative / Goal

- She hurried to the station.








- I am not going anywhere tonight.






Means


-She learned to cook by watching her mother.









-They travelled by car.



THE GRAMMATICAL PENTAGON


                                        B and C are                                                

                                       interchangeable                                         1.  [BE]  [GO]  [TO]




   
                                                           was + going + to

                                                                                                         2.  [RED]  [HAIR]




                                                                                 C      Form            [red-hair]ed

                                                                                                              

1.  [BE] + [GO] + [TO]

2.  [RED] + [HAIR] 

Relative position
     B 





 D     Syntactic function

                                                                                                                               {B + C}

Elements in abstraction

 A                                                    E      Syntactic (or grammatical)

 (i.e. LEXEMES)






  meaning

1.  [GO]  [BE]  [TO]






 (was going to ( intention)

2.  [HAIR]  [RED]  






 (with red hair ( specifier)








 

 (red-haired ( qualifier)


First we find the elements or constituents (lexical or syntactic) in abstraction and in no specific order: [GO] [BE] [TO] or [HAIR] [RED]. This is shown at point A. In order to make up a structure, they must take a certain FORM and POSITION (BE + GO + TO / HAIR + RED). Each constituent takes its due position relative to that of the other constituents. Afterwards, the elements take a specific form (e.g [BE] ( am, is, are, was, were / [GO] ( going, went, go, goes, gone / [TO] ( to / with [RED HAIR] or

[RED-HAIR]ed).


Each of the elements takes its form depending on the form of the immediately preceding element.

After having taken a position and form, the elements are said to perform a given SYNTACTIC FUNCTION

(which, in the case of VP constituents, can be divided into: ‘primary’ function (e.g. the lexical / syntactic 

elements act as PreAux or FV; ‘secondary’ function (the morphemic elements, or morpheme combinations,

mark mood, tense, aspect, voice, and the stem of the FV/MV acts as pivot); ‘tertiary’ function (some morph-

emes act as ‘bare infinitive’, ‘to-infinitive’, and ‘present’ or ‘past’ participle). Regarding an NP-ed or an

NP/PP, “red-haired” acts as a PreM within another NP, while “with red hair” acts as a PostM.


The notion of syntactic function is the result of the interaction between the form and the relative position of the constituents. Also, “syntactic function” is a pre-requisite of a formal (structural) kind for the expression of syntactic meaning. The characteristics of the VP or NP constituents allow the structure (and

Each internal constituent) to convey a syntactic meaning (which, for example, in the case of “Mary was going to get married” can be paraphrased as “Mary had a past time intention (was going to) to effect a process / action (get) leading to a given state (married)).


To sum up, the expression of syntactic meaning by the constituents of a given structure is dependent

Upon their specific syntactic “function” within a structure, which is indicated by their form and relative position within the structure.
