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HANDOUT 1 - NOUN PHRASE CATEGORIES

NP: complex structural (syntactic) ‘conglomerate’ / ‘potential’ semantic identifier (cf. denoter) / 

        pragmatic referring expression / textual ‘entifier’




ALLO NP
STRUCTURAL REALISATION





   
NPcom 
           that strange-looking old man standing at the corner / 

                                       (NP proper)     a dramatic appeal for additional funds / 

                                                               cf.*some provocative red-haired hamburgers that 

fought in the French Revolution

PP

from Moscow / in a pocket of skin on the mother’s 

                         body / at the turn of the century / in silence 

GP

our grandmother’s / my neighbours’( / Lucy’s
Syntactically-

oriented NPs                NP-ed

red-haired / broad-shouldered/ blue-eyed
NP-ing

nice-looking / bad-smelling / sour-tasting
                                    NP pseudo
the long-held medieval belief that the sun moved round the 

Earth / the dramatic report that a herd of buffalo were 

stampeding on the south plains / the fact that so many 

people should have turned up for the meeting


Quant Phr
a great deal of / a large number of / a lot of / a mountain of / a whole bunch of

Enum Phr
twenty-thousand / four- hundred million / three quarters 
Det Phr
her many (connexions) / absolutely all her (friends) /


both her (parents) / some of  the (students)

Comp Nom
an alarm clock / some hydro-power plants / the Prime Minister

Proper Name
John / Lucy Smith / University of California at Berkeley (cf. UCLA) / Cambridge University Press
Title
The Prime Minister of Great Britain / The Chancellor of the

                          Exchequer / The United Nations Secretary General /

Semantically-                                           The US Postmaster General

oriented NPs                               

                                       Adj Phr gen
the poor / the rich / the underprivileged / the absurd / 


cf. the injured (in the accident) / body beautifuls (?)

NP pro
she / cf. *the old he / these / something nice / somebody with a lot of money

2.  SYNTACTICALLY-ORIENTED NP CLASSES

1. NP common (NP proper): The head is typically a denoter (i.e. a common noun). The function of the modifiers is to narrow down, i.e. make specific, or define, the meaning of the denoter.

	NP proper →
	           a
	   Ø dramatic
	     appeal
	  for additional funds

	Relative position
	          Ci
	         Ca
	         Cc
	              Cb

	Constituent type
	Lex → Det/Art Def
	 Synt →   Adj Phr
	   Lex →  Noun
	      Synt → NP/PP

	Syntactic function
	       PreM1
	      PreM2
	         H
	            PostM1     

	Syntactic meaning
	  Non-deictic /

  Non-definer
	    Charact / Qualifier
	     Denoter
	           Specifier


2. PP: Basically, a PP is an NP which is introduced by a preposition: Prep + NP.

	NP / PP →
	       from
	          Moscow

	Rel  pos
	           --
	               Cc

	Const type
	     Lex → Prep
	   Synt→  NP/Proper name

	Synt funct
	   PostM marker
	               H

	Synt mean
	Locative / Source
	          Identifier


3. GP: A genitive phrase is introduced by the post-flexion‘s, which marks an NP as a PreM within

              an NP. The post-flexion may be regarded as being a ‘postposition’.

	NP / GP →
	           Mary
	          ‘s

	Rel  pos
	               Cc
	            --

	Const type
	  Synt → NP/Prop Name
	Synt → Post-flexion

	Synt funct
	              H
	     PreM marker

	Synt mean
	         Identifier
	Definer / Possessor


4. NP-ed: This type of NP is originally a sentence. It is the result of a grammatical transformation.

	NP-ed →
	         blue                        
	          eye
	      (e)d

	Rel pos
	           Ci
	            Cc
	          --

	Const type
	      Lex → Adj
	      Lex→ Noun
	Synt→Post-flexion

	Synt funct
	        PreM1
	            H
	   PreM marker

	Synt mean
	       Charact / Descriptor
	        Denoter
	    Descriptor


5. NP-ing: Like an NP-ed, this is a type of syntactic structure is derived from a sentence.

	NP-ing →
	       ( nice
	          look
	         ing

	Rel pos
	             Ci
	             Cc
	           --

	Const type
	   Synt→  Adj Phr
	       Lex→ Noun
	Synt→ Post-flexion

	Synt funct
	         PreM1
	             H
	     PreM marker

	Synt mean
	  Charact / Qualifier
	         Denoter
	     Descriptor


3. SEMANTICALLY-ORIENTED NP CLASSES

1. Proper Name: This type of constituent is an ‘identifier’ on its own. Then it does not need any definers or specifiers. At least to some extent, proper names may be treated as being ‘non-linguistic’ identifiers. They are not specific language-dependent. Still, they are specific social context-bound.

	NP/Prop Name →
	         John

	Rel pos
	            Cc

	Const type
	 Synt → NP/Prop Name

	Synt funct
	             H

	Synt mean
	        Identifier


	NP/Prop Name →
	         John
	           Smith

	Rel pos
	            Ci
	              Cc

	Const type
	 Synt→ NP/Proper Name
	Synt → NP/Proper Name

	Synt funct
	         PreM1
	               H

	Syntactic mean
	    Further Identifier
	         Identifier


	NP/Prop Name →
	         John
	           Smith

	Rel pos
	            Cc
	              Ca

	Const type
	 Synt→ NP/Proper Name
	Synt → NP/Proper Name


	Synt funct
	             H
	            Post M1

	Syntactic mean
	       Identifier
	    Further  identifier


2. Title. Titles also count as identifiers. Unlike Proper Names, they normally are specific language- bound. They are also specific social context-bound.

	NP / Title →    
	           The 
	        Prime Minister
	 of Great Britain

	Rel pos
	            Ci
	                  Cc
	           Ca

	Const type
	 Lex → Det / Art def
	 Synt → NP/Complex Nom
	    Synt→ NP/PP

	Synt funct
	        PreM1
	                  H
	         PostM1

	Synt mean
	  Deictic / Definer
	            Subdenoter
	        Specifier


	NP / Title →
	        The
	        Minister
	   of  Education

	Relative position
	           Ci
	             Cc
	             Ca

	Constituent type
	 Lex → Det / Art Def
	       Lex → Noun
	      Synt → NP / PP

	Syntactic function
	       PreM1
	              H
	         PostM1

	Syntactic meaning
	 Deictic / Definer
	          Denoter
	        Specifier


3. Adj Phr generic. Typically (but not always), Adj Phr’s identify classes (or subclasses) of (human) referents.

	NP / Adj Pgen →
	         the
	         poor

	Rel pos
	           Ci
	           Cc

	Const type
	 Lex → Det / Art def
	       Lex  →Adj

	Synt funct
	        PreM1
	            H

	Synt mean
	  Generic marker
	   (Sub-denoter

(Classifier + Denoter)    


4. Pro-NP. This type of structure has been traditionally (but wrongly) described as ‘pronoun’. A pronoun does not replace a single noun but a complete NP. It is then a ‘Pro-Noun phrase’.

	NP / Pro-NP→
	         She

	Rel pos
	           Cc

	Const type
	      Lex→ Pron

	Synt funct
	            H

	Synt mean
	      Pro-Identifier


4. A SYNTACTIC CONTRAST BETWEEN NP’s AND VP’s

	1. On the basis of their structural potential, NPs

    are  maximally expandable units. That is, they

    are indefinitely expandable in terms of pre-

    and post-modification.

    e.g.  Some provocative red-haired women

            that fought in the French Revolution.
NP→    Ci    +   Ca    +    Cb    +    Cc   +    Cd

            Det       Adj(P)    NP-ed      N         RelCl

          PreM1    PreM2     PreM3      H        PostM1
          Quant    Qual       Descrip   Denot    Specif


	1. VPs, on the contrary, are minimally expandable

    constructions. That is, they accept limited

    membership (i.e. number of constituents), espe-

    cially pre-modifying elements and, apparently,

    take no post-modification elements (cf. get married,

    fall in love).

    e.g.   might have been being questioned
VP→  Ci    +    Ca     +    Cb    +     Cd    +   Cc

         Modal      Perf       Prog        Pass      FV

          May        Have        Be           Be

      PreAux1    PreAux2   PreAux3  PreAux4  MV

	2.  NP constituents allow ‘internal recursiveness’

    (i.e. endless cyclical duplication). Such is the 

    case of an embedded PP within an NP, or a

    Rel Cl within another NP, or a GP within a GP.

    e.g.  The house on the lake in the valley on the

            border of the country in  ...


	2.  VP constituents do not allow internal recur-

     siveness. This syntactic process is character-

     istic of syntactic structures only.

	3.  NP constituents can be either lexical consti-

     tuents or syntactic ones.

     e.g.  people / my grandparents’ / the blue-eyed
            girl. 


	3.  VP constituents are, apparently, only lexical 

     items. However, some lexical constituents  

     become syntactic constructions via    

     ‘grammaticalisation’    

                e.g.   go  (  be going to                               

	4.  Most NP constituents do not necessarily 

     change their form when the whole construction 

     undergoes expansion.

    e.g.  the house / the house at the top of the hill

           / the very large house at the top of the hill

	4.  VP constituents must necessarily change their 

     form when a VP goes under expansion. All

     VP constituents change their form under the 

     ‘formal government’ of the element to the left.

     e.g.  went / has gone / might have been going

	5.  The head of an NP is typically a noun. 

     Alternatively, it can be an indefinite pronoun

     or an adjective.

               e.g.  something nice / the disabled

	5.  The head of a VP is always a FV.

	6.  Some NP constituents can change positions.

     e.g. The man with a red beard / a red-bearded
            man
	6.  VP constituents cannot change positions. VP

     structuring is highly rigid.


5. AN ARGUMENT: ARE VP’s ACTUALLY VERY DIFFERENT FROM VP’s?

Structurally, NPs are regarded as being ‘maximally expandable units’, i.e. they can take an indefinite number of pre- and post-modifiers (e.g. the very nice and beautiful young-looking lady who is eating an apple at the corner). The VP, on the other hand, is ‘minimally expandable’. It can take a limited number of pre-modifiers (four is the maximal number) and, at least in traditional terms, it cannot have any post-modification (e.g. must have been being tested).

NPs allow ‘internal recursiveness’, which can be defined as ‘the cyclical endless syntactic duplication of an element within a given structure’. Such is the case of an embedded PP within an NP within another embedded PP within another NP ..., etc. (e.g. The cat on the sofa in the living-room in the new house round the corner in the district ..., etc.). VP constituents cannot be subject to ‘recursiveness’.

In NP structure, the position of some of the elements is relatively free (cf. A red-haired girl, a girl with red hair), while all the elements of a VP take fixed positions.

Regarding their form, the NP constituents remain relatively stable as the construction undergoes expansion (e.g. the house, the old house at the end of the road, the large old house at the end of the road, etc.), whereas the VP elements must necessarily change their form (e.g. went – has gone – have been going, etc). We may argue that only NPs accept syntactic elements as constituents, apart from lexical elements. On the contrary, VPs accept, assumingly, only lexical constituents.


Most of these views can be challenged when we further analyse VPs, especially with regard to pre- or post-modification and type of constituency. Examples like must have got drunk, fall in love, etc. can be analysed as VPs having post-modification, as the process V’s get and fall are followed, respectively, by an Adj (Phr) denoting a characteristic (drunk), and by an NP/PP denoting a ‘state’ (in love)  Also, VPs may contain syntactic constituents, such as ‘be going to’, ‘be about to’, ‘have to’, which can be analysed as ‘sub-VP’s’ within VP structure.


The fact that NPs are maximally expandable can also be disputed, especially if these are considered in actual use, where both psychological and logical constraints restrain the number of constituents to up to 7, approximately.


All these facts may be used as empirical evidence to suggest that NPs and VPs are not as different as they are often presented.

7. THE ENGLISH BASIC SENTENCE

●   A ‘basic sentence’ is declarative, affirmative and active.

●   A basic sentence can be described on the basis of such descriptive criteria as ‘relative position’, constituency, and functionality (syntactic and semantic) of the elements within. In a basic sentence, there are two fundamental constituents: the NP / Subject  and the VP / Predicator. They are ‘syntactic governors’: the NP/Subj typically determines number concord and the VP/Pdtor is a ‘constituent generator’ to the extent that it regulates the presence of further constituents.

	
	(+) obligatory
	 (+) obligatory
	   (+/-) obligatory
	  (+/-) obligatory
	(+/-) obligatory

	Relative position
	        Ci
	         Cc
	         Ca
	         Cb
	        Cn

	Form
	     NP / NCl

(the head  of an 

NP is a noun)
	         VP

(the head of a VP

is a full verb (FV)
	       NP / PP / AdvCl

       NP / AdjP / NCl

           NP / NCl
	NP / Adv Cl

NP /Adj P/NCl 

NP / PP/NCl 
	Adv P / AdvCl /

NP/PP    

	Syntactic

Function
	       Subj
	        Pdtor
	           O1                

           Cs

           Adv 1    

	        O2    
        Co

        Adv 2
	       Adv n


EXAMPLES:

	               S →
	    John’s cousins
	          spent
	      four weeks
	      at the seaside

	Rel pos
	            Ci
	            Cc
	            Ca
	             Cb

	Form
	    NP/ NP common
	            VP
	     NP/ NP common
	          NP / PP

	Synt funct
	           Subj
	          Pdtor
	          Adv 1
	           Adv 2

	Synt mean
	Dative / Experiencer
	          State
	  Temporal / Period
	 Locative / Location


	             S  →
	    John
	    went
	  to bed
	   early
	     last night
	 because he was tired

	Rel pos
	      Ci
	      Cc
	      Ca
	     Cb
	         Cd
	            Ce

	Form
	      NP
	      VP
	  NP / PP
	    Adv Phr
	 NP / NP common
	          Adv Cl

	Synt funct
	     Subj
	    Pdtor
	    Adv 1
	   Adv n
	       Adv n
	          Adv n

	Synt mean
	Causer /

Agentive
	Action /

Movement
	Locative /

Goal
	Circumst. /

Temp / Point
	Circumstance /

Temporal / Period
	Circumstance / Reason


