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UNIT 1: THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR

1.
Reading 1: “The forgotten war, remembered”, by Eugene W. Plawiuk
Domestic background
In 1931, Spain had held its first ever democratic elections after King Alfonso abdicated, which a united front of socialists and liberals won. The government declared Spain a Republic, bringing an end to 300 years of feudalistic rule by the aristocracy and the Catholic church. The republic declared itself in favour of a land reform, breaking up the big haciendas and struggling for union recognition for workers. The anarchists, socialists and some communists saw this as the beginning of a workers revolution. The liberal and moderate Republicans were terrified that change was happening too fast. In particular, they were afraid of the power of the church, the old families, and the military which was under the control of extreme right wing elements. 

In 1936, with the support of Hitler, Mussolini and the Catholic Church, the right wing in Spain led a counter-revolution against the Republican government. They used the army under General Franco to attack the government. Civil War was declared, and the call: NO PASARÁN! (“they shall not pass”) went out around the world for workers to defend the Republic. One of the most memorable responses to that call was the creation of the International Brigades, a volunteer army of workers, artists and intellectuals who went to Spain to fight on behalf of the Republican cause. 

Franco's forces were held back in Catalonia (Barcelona) and the northern Basque provinces. Here, anarchist-syndicalists took over the factories and peasants formed anarchist communes on the land recently liberated from the old families. Direct democracy was instituted not only in the factories, but also in the cities. Police were replaced with civilian self-defence forces made up of armed workers prepared to defend the revolution from Franco's forces. A new social revolution was being created in the midst of a civil war. 

International context
England and France refused to supply the Republican side, though they knew that Franco was getting support from Germany and Italy. Instead, they blockaded Spain's ports. This in turn forced the Republican Government in Madrid to turn to Stalin and Russia for support. 

Stalin's support gave more power to the Communist Party of Spain, which was smaller and weaker than either the Independent Marxist Party (POUM) or the Anarchists. It was this intervention by Moscow that led the Communists to the tragic mistake of believing they could compromise with Franco. The anarchists and members of the POUM saw the Civil War as a chance at creating a social revolution. The war was seen as a defence of the communes and factory occupations that were going on in Northern Spain. In Madrid, the communists and the Republican government saw this as a war in defence of parliamentary democracy against the forces of fascism and reaction. The world powers saw this as a possible prelude to a World War and were terrified of confronting Germany and Italy over the issue. 

The Communists and the Republican Government believed that they could negotiate with Franco if they quelled the anarchist revolution in Catalonia and Barcelona. It was this tragic policy that led to a civil war within the civil war. Communist party commissars and military advisors from Moscow seized control of the army and attacked the anarchists and POUMists. The most pitched battles in the last days of the civil war were in the cities controlled by the Anarchists laid siege to by the Republican army under communist control. 

In the end, Spain fell to Franco, but by then the world was looking at Germany's expansion into Poland and shuddering at the possibility of a World War. It is believed that had Europe intervened in defence of Republican Spain, Germany and Italy would have been roundly defeated, and the second world war could have been avoided. Instead, Hitler got a chance to practice his blitzkrieg tactics on Spain in preparation for his expansion into Europe. The famous Piccaso painting of the German bombing of Spanish civilians at Guernica would foreshadow the horrors awaiting a Europe that had turned its back on Spain. 

http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9820/spain.html 

1.1 Discourse / genre analysis

1.1.1 Consider all possible elements and explain the inner characteristics of the previous text.
1.1.1.1 What kind of short essay is this (expository? argumentative?)? Why? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.1.1.2 Can a reader tell the ideological orientation of this text, if any? If so, what would it be?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.1.1.3 What textual elements did you take into consideration to arrive at that conclusion? Explain if you considered / did not consider the following aspects and elaborate (i.e., write in extenso) in all cases.
Selection / presentation of facts: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Selection / presentation of ideas: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Use of specific words or phrases: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Title / author: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Web page name: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Other elements: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
Reading 2: “The Spanish Civil War: Anarchism in action” (unknown  author)

In the 1930's, Europe was experiencing one of its worst slumps. The Wall Street crash came in 1929 and its repercussions were also felt in Spain.  

By European standards, Spain was a particularly backward country. There had been little industrial development and 70% of the people still lived on the land. 52% of the workforce was employed in agriculture which accounted for between one half and two thirds of Spain's exports. The division of land was the worst in Europe. A massive 67% was in the hands of just 2% of all landowners. In 1936, 10,000 proprietors owned half of the national territory. 

Spain's economic boom period had been during World War I, when it had remained neutral. Agriculture thrived due to the large foreign markets for its exports. At the same time, some industrialization took place. After the war, though, this boom came to an end, especially when tariff barriers were thrown up by Britain and France against Spanish exports. 

While the boom lasted, the landowners reaped the benefits. However, when the slump came, it was the peasants who suffered. Starvation was normal between the harvests. The industrialization that had taken place was mainly confined to one area: Catalonia. Situated in the Northeast bordering on France, Catalonia, especially its capital Barcelona, became the industrial centre of Spain, with 70% of all industry and 50% of industrial workers. Many peasants left the land to seek work in Barcelona, which added to the already existing unemployment.

Other forces at the time were the Catholic church and the army. While there were 25,000 parish priests, there were a further 70,000 in religious orders. The Jesuits alone owned 30% of the country's wealth. The numbers in the orders actually outnumbered the total of secondary school students. In Spain, the Church was renowned for siding with the bosses and while the priests were living in luxury, the peasants around them often starved. It is little wonder the Church was hated.

The army, in turn, was famous for its number of officers. There was one for every six soldiers. This officer caste had been developed under the monarchy (which was ended in I931) and was responsible for the whole colonial administration along with much of that in the country itself. Drawn from the upper classes, they were tied by kinship, friendship and social position to the industrialists and reactionary landowners.

The Spanish Republic was born in 1931. The workers and peasants, having gone through years of dictatorship, believed that maybe now the country would be modernized and their living standards would begin to improve. But it was not to be so. The republican/social-democratic coalition did little to improve living conditions for the vast majority of workers. Unemployment remained high and the working class organizations suffered repression with many members being imprisoned. By June 1933, there were 9,000 political prisoners.

The government refused to take on the industrialists, landowners, army officers and bishops. It would not stand up to that minority which owned all the wealth and had all the real power. In the election of 1933, they fell and a right-wing coalition came to power. This marked the beginning of what became known as the "bienno negro", the two black years. The right went on the offensive. The coalition of the wealthy and powerful now had state power and were determined to use it to smash working class and peasant resistance. Their privileges were to be maintained at the expense of the workers. 

By the time this government was forced to resign and call elections for February I936, there were 30,000 political prisoners. The election was won by the Popular Front, a coalition of republicans, social-democrats and the Stalinists of the Communist Party. The workers, though, did not wait for the government to act on their behalf. They opened the prisons themselves and released their comrades. It did not stop there. The election result was seen as an impetus to go on the offensive. They had voted for change and if the government was not going to deliver, they would get results themselves.

Between the election in February and the fascist revolt in July, there were 113 general strikes, 228 partial general strikes, 145 bomb explosions, 269 deaths, 1287 wounded, 215 assaults and 160 churches burned. Of course, all this was not part of the Popular Front program, which was essentially aimed at maintaining anti-fascist unity, not at smashing capitalism and the power of the Spanish elite. Sections of the Socialist Party, however, went beyond the Popular Front program and many of them in the UGT again joined with their comrades in the CNT to fight the passivity of the government.

While the Republican government did all it could to get the situation under control, the Communist Party condemned the strikes for bringing workers into collision with the government. The government filled the jails and closed down the offices of the CNT.

The fascist coup was to be launched on July I7th. The initial step was taken when Franco seized Morocco and issued a "radical manifesto". This was picked up by a loyal radio operator who passed it on to the Minister for the Navy. The news of the coup was kept secret until 7 pm on the 18th. The government assured the country was in control. By this it meant it was trying to come to terms with the fascists. The cabinet resigned on the 18th and Borrios, a right wing republican, was made prime minister.

This plan to come to a deal was only smashed by the activity of the organized working class. The fascists made some headway in parts of the country where little opposition was offered as a result of government hesitation. But in Catalonia, and especially in Barcelona, the workers of the CNT showed how to fight. They declared a general strike and went to the streets looking for arms which the government refused to give them. In the end, they stormed the barracks and took what they needed. They were aided by soldiers who had remained loyal, some of whom turned their guns on their officers.

The workers immediately set up barricades, and within hours the rising had been defeated. Arms were seized and given to groups of workers who were dispatched to other areas to prevent risings occurring. Madrid was also saved because of the heroism and initiative of the workers. Hearing of what had happened in Barcelona, they had stormed the Montana Barracks, the main army base in the city.

Throughout the country the initiative taken by workers and peasants was stopping the fascists in their tracks. This was the story in three quarters of the country. Elsewhere, valuable time was lost due to the indecision of government officials. Thus, by the action of the rank and file was "the Spanish Republic saved'. Not just the CNT, but members of the UGT and the POUM (Workers Party of Marxist Unity) joined in the fighting. For these workers, this was not just a war to defeat the fascists, but the beginning of a revolution. Workers militias were established independently of the state. Workplaces which had been abandoned by the former bosses were taken over and in the rural areas the peasants seized the land. For the anarchists, this was the chance to put their ideas into practice. 

http://flag.blackened.net/revolt/spain/pam_ch1.html
2.1      Discourse / genre analysis

2.1.1 Consider all possible elements and explain the inner characteristics of the previous text.
2.1.1.1 What kind of short essay is this (expository? argumentative?)? Why?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.1.1.2 Can a reader tell the ideological orientation of this text, if any? If so, what would it be?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.1.1.3 What textual elements did you take into consideration to arrive at that conclusion? Explain if you considered / did not consider the following aspects and elaborate (i.e., write in extenso) in all cases.
Selection / presentation of facts: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Selection / presentation of ideas: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Use of specific words or phrases: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Title / author: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Web page name: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Other elements: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
Reading 3: “The Spanish civil war: A brief history of this epic struggle”, by Anne Carroll (from “The Angelus”, 1988, Volume XI, Number 4).
When the Carlists, rightful kings of Spain, were defeated, Spain brought upon itself more suffering than it could have realized. During the first third of the 20th century, the government was unstable and the people unhappy. In 1931, a liberal republic came into power. The leaders were atheist and anti-Catholic. In 1933, traditionalists won the most votes in the election, but the liberal parties retained control. Gradually, the communists dominated the government. They opposed all of Spain's traditions, especially its Catholicism. They burned churches and killed priests and nuns. The government was unable to keep order; crime and violence increased. Three conflicts were present: the Church versus liberalism; the rights of individuals and local areas versus autocratic government; the right to private property versus communism.

On July 13, 1936, Calvo Sotelo, a leader of the traditionalist political parties, was murdered by the government police. Two generals, Emilio Mola and Francisco Franco, set the date for a rising of the army against the government. On July 18, Franco issued a proclamation calling for the re-establishment of authority in Spain.

The army, the Civil Guard, and the cities of Queen Isabel's Castile supported the uprising. But the greatest support came from the province of Navarre, a stronghold of the Carlists, where men known as the requetes (traditionalist, militant Catholics) had already been holding training sessions. The leaders of the rebellion sent out a call to Navarre for 600 men to fight the government. In one day, 40,000 men answered the call. Throughout the Civil War 100,000 requets were in the field at all times, fighting for the Church, for Spain and for their families. The uprising came to be called the “Cruzada” (Crusade), because it was a holy war against Christ's enemies.

On July 20, the north of Spain was controlled by the Nationalists -Franco, Mola and their supporters; the south, including the capital Madrid, was controlled by the government and the communists -or Republicans, as they were usually called. By July 22, all-out civil war had broken out throughout Spain. During the war, the Republicans were aided by the Soviet Union, along with volunteer brigades from many countries in the world including the United States. The Nationalists received aid from Italy and Germany. The issue was clearly seen as a war between Catholicism and traditionalism on the one hand and communism and liberalism on the other.

The war lasted for almost three years, but the battle which symbolizes the issues of the war and how they were resolved was fought in the first three months: The Siege of Alcazar in Toledo. This long Republican siege against the brave traditionalists went on and on, and food supplies for the resisting soldiers and common people were so scarce that they were forced to kill and eat their horses to avoid starvation. On August 1, the Communists began a heavy bombardment of the walls. On August 4, 170 heavy shells hit the walls, on August 15, 200. By August 29, most of the north wall had been destroyed. On September 8, they asked Colonel Jose Moscardo (a strong traditionalist who was in charge of the military garrison in Toledo) to surrender. He soundly refused, and heavier bombing was ordered. Seeing the Alcazar still standing, one of the Republican leaders said, "If we had a few-just a few-like that one on our side, this war would soon be over."

The Republicans then began digging a mine under the Alcazar in an attempt to blow it up. The defenders in the Alcazar could hear the digging but could do nothing because of a layer of bedrock over the mine. They evacuated everyone from the area of the mine, and prayed. The Republicans announced that the mine would be exploded in the morning of September 18, and reporters from all over the world came to watch what they thought would be the fall of the Alcazar. At 6:31 A.M., the mine went off with an explosion so loud it could be heard in Madrid, 40 miles away. But because of the defenders' precautions, no one was killed. Ironically, the rubble from the explosion helped to make a new barricade protecting the Alcazar. Communist troops attacked again and again but were driven off. By 10:20 A.M., the attack had ended and the Alcazar was saved again.

On September 25, the Nationalist troops were at long last nearing Toledo to bring relief. On September 27 another mine was exploded, but the attack was again fought off. In the evening, the Nationalists arrived and the Alcazar was saved. Ninety-two soldiers had been killed, but not a single woman or child was lost -and two babies were born during the siege.

Knowledge of the courage of the defenders of the Alcazar spread rapidly throughout Spain. It symbolized the determination of the Spanish traditionalists to fight to death for the Church, their country, and all the values they loved. When Franco finally marched into Madrid in March 1939 and the Republicans surrendered, the Nationalist victory was due to the kind of spirit that had inspired the men and women in the Alcazar.

The Spanish Civil War is one of the most important events of the 20th century. It is the only decisive defeat the Communists have suffered after having apparently achieved a complete victory. Led by Franco, the people of Spain had defeated their worst enemy. Franco brought peace, order and prosperity to Spain, and kept that peace, order and prosperity for over 35 years. Thanks to the great victory of the Civil War, Spain is thoroughly Catholic, strongly traditional, and has been spared many of the worst evils of the 20th century.

http://www.storialibera.it/il_sabato/il_sabato_view.php?id=524

3.1       Discourse / genre analysis

3.1.1 Consider all possible elements and explain the inner characteristics of the previous text.
3.1.1.1 What kind of short essay is this (expository? argumentative?)? Why?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.1.1.2 Can a reader tell the ideological orientation of this text, if any? If so, what would it be? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.1.1.3 What textual elements did you take into consideration to arrive at that conclusion? Explain if you considered / did not consider the following aspects and elaborate (i.e., write in extenso) in all cases.
Selection / presentation of facts: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Selection / presentation of ideas: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Use of specific words or phrases: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Title / author: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Web page name: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Other elements: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. WRITING 
4.1 General writing information

4.1.1    Before you start writing…
a) You must have all the necessary information beforehand.

b) Make sure that you have understood and appropriated all the relevant information.

c) Develop your own point of view on this information.

d) It is useful to brainstorm, i.e., to think quickly about the points you want to develop and write them down, not paying any attention to organization, aesthetics, or any other textual constrains.
e) Once you have the (disorganized) results of your brainstorming, organize these ideas on paper. You can use index-like formats, numbered lists, mindmaps, etc. The important point is that the  hierarchy of ideas that you will subsequently put in writing must be  clear and visible for your reader.

4.1.2    Once you are writing…

a) Remember that paragraphing is not an aesthetic choice: one paragraph usually deals with one complete (sub)topic, therefore you must avoid multi-thematic and underdeveloped paragraphs.
b) Regardless of the genre you are working with, always provide an introduction: your reader needs to know what topics (s)he will be reading about.
c) Each paragraph should start with a topic sentence (the first sentence of the unit that tells the reader what the particular paragraph is about).
d) Use logical connectors (e.g., however, on the other hand, additionally, on the contrary, therefore, etc) in order to clearly relate your ideas, both within and between paragraphs.

e) Every time that you write a verb, stop and think: is this the appropriate tense? Does it go with final “-s” or “-ed”? Is it regular?

f) Avoid complex “Spanish-into-English” constructions. Your proficiency in Spanish is far ahead from your English writing possibilities, and therefore you should aim at syntactic simplicity.
g) Mind punctuation (especially commas).

h) Always ask your teacher about any problems you may encounter.
4.1.3    After you have finished writing…

a) Do not forget to always re-read your text: you may detect problems along various dimensions (spelling, grammar, organization, etc.). 
b) Make sure your text makes absolute sense: in the University, you write for a reader, not for yourself.
c) Correct any possible mistakes.
4.2 Having read all three texts on the Spanish Civil War / Revolution and the previous writing indications, write no less than 120 words on:
a. the general events that led to the Spanish Civil War / Revolution;

b. its development;

c. its outcome. 

Remember to provide a suitable title and your own consistent account of the phenomenon.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PAGE  
13

