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UNIT 2: THE YUGOSLAV WAR
I)
READING AND TRANSLATING 1: Las Guerras Yugoslavas (Parte I)

1.1
Read and translate the following extract into English

Antecedentes 

Las tensiones que desembocaron en estas guerras provinieron, en primer lugar, de la composición multiétnica del primer Reino de Yugoslavia, un estado balcánico que existió desde 1918 a 1945 y que correspondía al área de las provincias de Bosnia-Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro, Kósovo, Macedonia, así como la mayor parte de los territorios de Croacia y Eslavonia. Estas tensiones, junto con la relativa supremacía política y demográfica de los serbios, fueron utilizadas por las fuerzas derechistas del Eje Roma-Berlín-Tokio en la Segunda Guerra Mundial, que establecieron un estado títere que abarcaba la mayor parte de las actuales Croacia y Bosnia-Herzegovina. Se puso a cargo de este Estado Independiente de Croacia a una organización fascista, la Ustashe, que llevó a cabo una política genocida contra los civiles serbios del territorio. La milicia serbia Chetnik contraatacó contra los croatas. Ambos combatieron y fueron finalmente derrotados por el movimiento de tendencia comunista y antifascista partisanos, compuesto por miembros de todos los grupos de la zona, lo que desembocó en la formación de República Federal Socialista de Yugoslavia.

En el caso de las zonas pobladas por albanos, la causa principal fue el crecimiento de la población albana en áreas en las que anteriormente eran minoría. En el caso de Kosovo, algunos serbios interpretaron este crecimiento de la influencia albanesa como la pérdida de sus territorios ancestrales.
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1.2
GRAMMAR: The nominal complex
Accurate identification of referents (things, people, events, etc.) can be expressed by means of a Nominal Group (NG); the more detailed the NG, the more precise the identification. Below is the typical order of the elements in a NG, that is to say, the order in which the information is recorded in the mind and in which it is expressed. 
	Determiner
	Enumerators
	Characteristics
	NUCLEUS
	Additional information

	Article
	Ordinal / Cardinal
	Evaluative / Descriptive
	X
	Prepositional / Verbal

	Possessive
	
	
	
	

	   Demonstrative
	
	
	
	

	Quantifier
	
	
	
	

	Dual
	
	
	
	


E.g. 

THE FIRST TWO BATTLES OF THE PERIOD

THEIR ENORMOUS AND NEVER-ENDING CAPACITY FOR FIGHTING THE WAR

BOTH  THEIR SONS THAT GOT KILLED IN THE REVOLT

1.2.1 Determiners
Articles: 



a/an
the

Possessive:

Singular:  
my
your
his/her/its
the bank's

              

Plural: 

our
your
their

the banks' 

Demonstrative: 
Singular: 
this
that

               

Plural:

these
those

Quantifiers:   



some
any
every
no 

Dual:          



both
either
neither

1.2.2  Enumerators
Ordinal:



first (1st)
second (2nd)

third (3rd)
fourth (4th)





fifth (5th)
sixth
(6th)

seventh (7th)
eighth (8th)






twelfth (12th) 
hundredth (100th)
--- th




next
following 
coming
other
last

Cardinal: 



sixty (60) 
one hundred   (100) 

two thousand (2000)

          



few            
several    
many

1.2.3  Characteristics (Adjectives)

Evaluative: 


important  
difficult
interesting

nice

complex

Descriptive: 


historic
scientific
philosophical

economic 





customs 
time  

war


company
The words underlined above are basically nouns (names), but they refer to a characteristic if they are placed right before the nucleus in a NG.

 
E.g. 
time relation


= relación temporal

human rights problems
= problemas de derechos humanos

war economy


= economía de guerra

company organization 
= organización de la compañía

London College

= Universidad de Londres

1.2.4 NUCLEUS: the entity which is identified or specified (X)

e.g. 
a delicate political situation
the first question discussed at the seminar

the Government’s technical specifications for the  operation

1.2.5 Additional information
Prepositional: Prepositions are expressions of connection

on
at
to
of

with 

about
between
before

after
without

in connection with

in relation to    etc.

e.g. 
a conflict with the workers

a discussion about financial problems


some serious problems in relation to the regulations

Verbal: Verbs refer to action or non-action 

        Action:

invest

discuss

discount

work 

        Non-action: 
understand
consist  

belong 

like          

e.g. 
the conflict which was solved by the union

a serious problem negotiated with the customer

the regulations which organize the employees' activities

the manager who objected to the operation
1.3
READING AND TRANSLATING 2: Las Guerras Yugoslavas (parte II)

Los primeros conflictos (1991-1995)  

Las Guerras Yugoslavas se iniciaron con la secesión de las dos regiones del norte de la antigua Yugoslavia — Eslovenia y Croacia — a causa de un amplio abanico de motivos.

El primero de estos conflictos, conocido como la Guerra de los Diez Días o la Guerra de Eslovenia, se llevó a cabo oficialmente para prevenir el desmembramiento de Yugoslavia y acabó con la retirada del Ejército Popular Yugoslavo en 1991.

El segundo conflicto, la Guerra Croata de Independencia, también se llevó a cabo con la misma motivación pero devino abiertamente en un choque nacionalista, entre los nacionalismos serbio y croata, personificados en Serbia por el Presidente Slobodan Milošević y en Croacia por el Presidente Franjo Tuđman. En enero de 1992, el Plan de Paz Vance determinó que la ONU tomaría el control de algunas zonas y acabó con los conflictos militares, aunque hasta 1995 no se detendrían definitivamente los ataques esporádicos de artillería sobre ciudades croatas y las incursiones ocasionales de fuerzas croatas en zonas bajo el control de la ONU.

En 1992 el conflicto llegó a Bosnia-Herzegovina, donde lucharían tres facciones: los serbios de Bosnia-Herzegovina, los croatas de Bosnia-Herzegovina y los musulmanes de Bosnia-Herzegovina, que diferían principalmente en sus religiones tradicionales: ortodoxos, católicos y musulmanes, respectivamente. Fue con mucho el conflicto más sangriento de las Guerras de Yugoslavia.
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II)
GRAMMAR: The suffix –ing
There are different uses of the suffix –ing in English that go beyond the most commonly encountered “-ando” and “-endo” Spanish possibilities. 
a.
Action in Process (PROGRESSIVE VERB)
The interest in literature is decreasing because of the VAT on books.

Some former agriculture-based countries are expanding their range of services. 

b.
Name of an action (NOMINAL ACTIONS)
Living under the rule of the Richard III was living under the iron fist of a despot. .

Consulting different sources is necessary before issuing a statement.

c.
Characteristic (ADJECTIVE)
These books can be used for teaching purposes.

The Government is facing some serious accounting problems. 

2.3
READING AND TRANSLATING 3: Las Guerras Yugoslavas (parte III)

Las Guerras Yugoslavas en el oeste terminaron con la retirada militar en Eslovenia y la derrota de los rebeldes serbios en Croacia y la firma de los Acuerdos de Dayton en 1995 por Bosnia seguido de la intervención militar contra el lado serbio por parte de la OTAN.

Los combates en Croacia acabaron en 1995, tras dos operaciones rápidas del Ejército Croata, de nombre en clave Operación Flash y Operación Tormenta, en las que consiguieron recuperar todo su territorio excepto la zona bajo control de la ONU (UNPA) del Sector Este. Todos los serbios de estas zonas pasaron a ser refugiados. El Sector Este se controló por la administración de la ONU (UNTAES) y fue reintegrado pacíficamente a Croacia en 1998.

En 1994, Estados Unidos gestionó la paz entre Croacia y el Ejército de la República Bosnia-Herzegovina. La masacre de Srebrenica y la ofensiva de las tropas croatas en zonas bajo control serbio tras la Operación Tormenta provocó que los bosnios perdieran zonas bajo su control, y se presionó a todos los bandos para dejar las armas y negociar un final a la Guerra de Bosnia. La guerra acabó tras la firma del Acuerdo de Dayton el 14 de diciembre de 1995.
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III)
GRAMMAR: Hyphenated compound adjectives
English usually expresses a clear preference for pre-modification rather than post-modification when it comes to characterizing nominals. One of the most frequent ways to do this is by means of hyphenated compound adjectives. A hyphenated compound adjective is a modifier of a noun. It consists of two or more morphemes of which the left-hand component limits or changes the modification of the right-hand one, as in "the dark-green dress": dark limits the green that modifies dress.

a.
Hyphenated compound adjectives may have been formed originally by an adjective  preceding a noun:

· "Round table" → "round-table discussion" 

· "Blue sky" → "blue-sky law" 

· "Red light" → "red-light district" 

· "Four wheels" → "four-wheel drive" (the singular, not the plural, is used) 

b.

The following compound adjectives are always hyphenated when they are not written as one word:

· An adjective preceding a noun to which -d or -ed has been added as a past-participle construction, used before a noun: 

· "loud-mouthed hooligan" 

· "middle-aged politician" 

· "rose-tinted glasses" 

· A noun, adjective, or adverb preceding a present participle: 

· "a long-lasting affair" 

· "a far-reaching decision" 

· Numbers spelled out or as numerics: 

· "seven-year war" 

· "five-sided polygon" 

· "20th-century poem" 

· "tenth-storey window" 

· Compound adjectives with high- or low-: 

· "high-level discussion",

· "low-price markup". 

· Colors in compounds: 

· "a dark-blue ocean" 

· "a reddish-orange field". 

· Comparatives and superlatives in compound adjectives also take hyphens: 

· "the highest-placed competitor" 

· "a shorter-term loan" 

· Compounds including two geographical modifiers: 

· "Afro-Cuban candidate" 

· "African-American man" (only sometimes) 

· "Anglo-Asian film" 

3.1
READING: "One-sidedness" in Yugoslavia war coverage: An exchange (12 June 1999)
Dear WSWS [World Socialist Web Site],

Your stories go on and on about evil NATO and the US bombing poor Serb troops. Come on, open your eyes. The Serbs have killed and displaced more Albanians than you will admit, the war was necessary and fought as it should have been. I am a very liberal person but I don't like your one sided, hypocritical reporting [alluding to a formerly published article]. I bet you would feel differently if you had been forced, beaten, raped, or worse. A little fairness in your reporting would be appreciated.

R. Willey

_______________________________________________

Dear Mr. Willey,

Permit us to suggest the following exercise: Take a sheet of paper and attempt to write an essay on the following topic: "The history of Yugoslavia and the origins of the Balkan War of 1999." See how far you get, and then ask yourself whether you really know anything other than what you have seen on network news or read in the newspapers. You might also ask yourself whether you really know enough to distinguish truth from propaganda.

Has it ever occurred to you to undertake an examination of the political background of the war? Of the events that gave rise to the breakdown of Yugoslavia (a state that had existed since 1918)? Of the responsibility of the United States -politically and economically- for that breakdown? Of the implications of the Yugoslav collapse for minority ethnic groups (Croat, Muslim, and Serb), which suddenly found themselves living in new states controlled by right-wing parties based on the majority ethnic group in that particular region?

Have you asked yourself why the United States supported the ethnic cleansing of somewhere between 250,000 and 400,000 Serbs from their ancestral homes in the Krajina province in 1995? (This support included playing a key role in the planning of the military offensive that achieved the expulsion of the entire Serb population in several days.)

Have you ever asked yourself why the United States supports the Turkish government, which is engaged in perhaps the largest on-going project of ethnic cleansing in the world, against its Kurdish minority? Thousands of villages have been destroyed over the last 15 years and up to 2,000,000 people have been displaced. The US recently sold Turkey Cobra helicopters to assist it in its war against the Kurds. And only a few weeks before launching the war against Serbia, the US helped Turkey kidnap Abdullah Ocalan the leader of the Kurdish national movement. He is now on trial, deprived of basic legal rights, and will in all likelihood be sentenced to hang. Any complaints from the Clinton administration?

Can you explain the contradiction between the US's decades-long demonization of the PLO, which was fighting on behalf of several million Palestinian refugees driven out of their homes by the creation of Israel in 1948, and the enthusiastic embrace of the KLA?

Have you looked into the possibility that there are other strategic and economic interests, not widely discussed in the media, that underlie the expansion of NATO and the attack on Yugoslavia? For instance, have you read about the growing interest of the United States in the Caspian region, which has the world's largest untapped oil reserves?

We could go on like this for quite a while. Perhaps you will think this over. After all, thousands of people have been killed in the last two months, and the impact of this war will be felt for decades. Unless you are really confident that you understand the historical background and know the facts, you should be cautious about applauding 79 days of US bombing against a largely defenseless nation.

Yours sincerely,

WSWS Editorial Board.

3.2 WRITING: Write no less than 100 words addressing one of the following aspects:
3.2.1 Summarize (in your own words) which, in your opinion, are the most striking or    compelling arguments presented in the letter above. 
3.2.1 Refer to and elaborate on the possible underlying reasons of the UN and NATO to allegedly participate in the Yugoslav breakdown.

3.2.2 Compare this intervention to any other similar one(s) that you have knowledge of.
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