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Simple Future Forms

Using "Will"

	Positive
	Negative
	Question

	· I will help.

· You will help.

· We will help.

· They will help.

· He will help.

· She will help.

· It will help.
	· I will not help.

· You will not help.

· We will not help.

· They will not help.

· He will not help.

· She will not help.

· It will not help.
	· Will I help?

· Will you help?

· Will we help?

· Will they help?

· Will he help?

· Will she help?

· Will it help?


Using "Be Going to"

	Positive
	Negative
	Question

	· I am going to leave.

· You are going to leave.

· We are going to leave.

· They are going to leave.

· He is going to leave.

· She is going to leave.

· It is going to leave.
	· I am not going to leave.

· You are not going to leave.

· We are not going to leave.

· They are not going to leave.

· He is not going to leave.

· She is not going to leave.

· It is not going to leave.
	· Am I going to leave?

· Are you going to leave?

· Are we going to leave?

· Are they going to leave?

· Is he going to leave?

· Is she going to leave?

· Is it going to leave?


USE 1 "Will" to Express a Voluntary Action

Examples:

    * I will send you the information when I get it.

    * I will translate the email, so Mr. Smith can read it.

    * I will not do your homework for you.

USE 2 "Will" to Express a Promise

Examples:

    * I will call you when I arrive.

    * If I am elected President of the United States, I will make sure everyone has access to inexpensive health insurance.

    * I promise I will not tell him about the surprise party.

    * Don't worry, I'll be careful.

    * I won't tell anyone your secret.

USE 3 "Be going to" to Express a Plan

Examples:

    * He is going to spend his vacation in Hawaii.

    * She is not going to spend her vacation in Hawaii.

    * A: When are we going to meet each other tonight?

      B: We are going to meet at 6 PM.

USE 4 "Will" or "Be Going to" to Express a Prediction

Examples:

    * The year 2222 will be a very interesting year.

    * The year 2222 is going to be a very interesting year.

    * John Smith will be the next President.

    * John Smith is going to be the next President.

    * The movie "Zenith" will win several Academy Awards.

    * The movie "Zenith" is going to win several Academy Awards.

IMPORTANT

In the Simple Future, it is not always clear which USE the speaker has in mind. Often, there is more than one way to interpret a sentence's meaning.

ACTIVE / PASSIVE

Examples:

    * John will finish the work by 5:00 PM. Active

    * The work will be finished by 5:00 PM. Passive

    * Sally is going to make a beautiful dinner tonight. Active

    * A beautiful dinner is going to be made by Sally tonight. Passive

· Practice:  Using the words in parentheses, complete the text below with the appropriate tenses.

1. A: Why are you holding a piece of paper?

B: I  …………………………… (write) a letter to my friends back home in Texas.

2. A: I'm about to fall asleep. I need to wake up!

B: I ………………………….. (get) you a cup of coffee. That will wake you up.

3. A: I can't hear the television!

B: I …………………………….. (turn) it up so you can hear it.

4. We are so excited about our trip next month to France. We ………………….. (visit) Paris, Nice and Grenoble.

5. Sarah ………………. (come) to the party. Oliver …………………. (be) there as well.

6. Ted: It is so hot in here!

Sarah: I ………………………….. (turn) the air-conditioning on.

7. I think he …………………………… (be) the next President of the United States.

8. After I graduate, I ……………………. (attend) medical school and become a doctor. I have wanted to be a doctor all my life.

9. A: Excuse me, I need to talk to someone about our hotel room. I am afraid it is simply too small for four people.

B: That man at the service counter ………………………… (help) you.

10. As soon as the weather clears up, we ……………………… (walk) down to the beach and go swimming.
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