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READ THE FOLLOWING TEXT
Did extraterrestrials visit the earth in the distant past?

The idea that ancient astronauts might have visited the earth first became popular when “Chariots of the Gods?” was published in English in 1969. The author, Erich von Daniken, claims spaceships were observed in Mesopotamia thousands of years ago. The astronauts returned later to reveal the secrets of metal making, agriculture and written language. In support of his theories,  von Daniken points out that the mythologies of almost every culture include tales of winged animals and flying devices, and shows how ancient drawings and inscriptions are similar to modern astronauts. He also argues that many ancient achievements and mysteries, ranging from the building of the great pyramid in Egypt to the strange markings on the plain of Nazca, were only possible with the help of astronauts.

Von Daniken has been attacked by many scholars. For example, they argue that techniques used in the construction of the pyramids are now well known. His interpretation of early drawings and sculptures has also been attacked. Would interstellar space travelers really turn out to look like modern astronauts? Moreover, if the earth was visited by extraterrestrials in the very early days of our species, the cultural impact might have been major – unless the extraterrestrial had the common sense not to interfere too much with what ever level of civilization then existed.
Von Daniken is, however not alone. Robert Temple, in the “Sirius Mystery” (1976), examined anthropologists reports about the Dogon tribe in North Africa. His analyses suggested that the Dogon knew that the planets of the solar system went around the sun in ellipses, rather than circles. The Dogon were also aware that the planet Saturn had rings and that the planet Jupiter has four moons. These are pieces of information that cannot be discovered without a telescope – something that the Dogon have yet to invent, and Temple argues that the tribe was founded by spacemen.

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.

1) According to the author, when did the idea of ancient astronauts become popular?

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

2) What evidence is mentioned in the text?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3) What do scholars argue against Von Daniken’s beliefs?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4) Who are the Dogon and what is their importance?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

GRAMMAR: Change the sentenceS from active to passive

1) Someone gave the Dogon information about Saturn.
…………………………………………………………………………………………….

2) Von Daniken wrote “Chariots of the Gods?”
……………………………………………………………………………………………

3) The New York Times published his ideas.
……………………………………………………………………………………………

4) Someone had told the Dogon about the four moons of Jupiter

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

5) Someone helped them to build the pyramids.

…………………………………………………………………………………………….
