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There is a perfectly scientific theory that the Paris-residing German cancer researcher Guido Kroemer (https://forbetterscience.com/tag/guido-
kroemer/) is somehow the centre of the biomedical data fudgery universe. Every questionable scientist seems to be somehow connected to Kroemer:
Carlos Lopez-Otin (https://forbetterscience.com/2018/10/18/lopez-otin-and-kroemer-birds-of-a-feather-flock-together/), Didier Raoult
(https://forbetterscience.com/2020/05/11/the-chloroquine-elephant-in-the-room-by-christian-lehmann/), David Ojcius
(https://forbetterscience.com/2020/08/25/how-david-ojcius-and-jie-yan-solved-leptospirosis/) and Josef Penninger
(https://forbetterscience.com/2020/07/16/mr-ace2-josef-penninger-greatest-scientist-of-our-time/) are his best friends, while Carlo Croce and Adriano
Aguzzi (https://forbetterscience.com/2019/12/12/aguzzi-and-the-lowlifes/) awarded Kroemer a prize of €1 Million
(https:/forbetterscience.com/2019/11/05/opera-buffa-di-guido-kroemer-a-la-scala/) in 2019. Kroemer is even connected to Irina Stancheva
(https://forbetterscience.com/2019/05/14/edinburgh-saves-bird-men-from-clutches-of-bulgarian-jezebel/), via her mentoring coauthor and his personal
friend, Sir Adrian Bird. The main argument for this theory of Guidocentricity is that Kroemer never retracted a single paper or suffered any
professional consequences despite his impressive PubPeer record (https://pubpeer.com/search?q=kroemer) of over 60 papers.

Let me now introduce to you another collaborator or maybe even a friend of Kroemer: Claudio Hetz (https:/twitter.com/hetzlab?lang=en). Hetz is an
artist, a blues musician, but his performance artistry does not end there: he is also professor of neuroscience, his goal is to save the lives of sufferers of
Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) and other neurodegenerative diseases. And be not in doubt: Hetz succeeds, thanks to
his creativity. And Photoshop.

A Chile native, Dr Hetz is a bigwig in his country and beyond. He runs, in his own words (https://www.uchile.cl/documentos/2Fantecedentes-
academicos-y-publicaciones-cientificas-del-dr-claudio-a-hetz_109851 0_3018.pdf), “one of the most productive laboratories in Chile” at the University of
Chile (https://www.hetzlab.cl/) in Santiago (where he is Director of the Biomedical Neuroscience Institute), and is constantly in national news. In
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USA, Hetz progressed from adjunct professorship to faculty at the Buck Institute (https://www.buckinstitute.org/lab/hetz-lab/) in California, where he
is presently setting up a new franchise lab. The Chilean genius also is adjunct professor in Harvard and has 24 papers on PubPeer

(https://pubpeer.com/search?q=claudiothetz), none retracted.

Claudio Hetz . 4
@HetzLab

Muy contentos de hacer publica la apertura de un
laboratorio satélite en el Buck Institute en California para
reforzar nuestros estudios sobre enfermedsdes cerebrales
y el envejecimiento.

Hetz Lab - BUCK
ER proteostasis in brain aging and disease
& buckinstitute.org
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In 2016, on the occasion of his angling yet another big grant, Hetz was interviewed by the charity (https://strongly.mda.org/five-questions-with-als-
researcher-claudio-hetz/) which supports him. He said:

“Patients affected with ALS now need to know that we are working for them, even though our current scientific efforts will benefit next generations. They can
have the hope that we are doing our best effort to contribute to finding a possible cure for this disease, and that families suffering from loss of beloved ones and
uncertainty about their future will count on powerful treatments to live a normal life. We feel completely motivated and convinced to dedicate our careers to fight

ALS.”

You probably now want to see how Hetz finds his cures? He just knows what works, and bends reality to do his bidding. Just like Kroemer.
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(https://forbetterscience.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/hetz-and-kroemer-e1610462477292.png)

Kroemer and Hetz means creativity. Original photos: Europa Press, La Tercera (https://www.latercera.com/que-pasa/noticia/musica-ciencia-
creatividad/398209/).

Like Kroemer, Hetz reached the supernatural status of a genius scientist where physical laws stopped applying. They can publish anything, and
nobody will question it. Just last year, Hetz and Kroemer published a paper with mismatched raw data, simply because they can.
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M -IF2d

Estefanie Dufey, José Manuel Bravo-San Pedro, Cristian Eggers, Matias
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elF2n _:‘_43 Guido Kroemer, Claudio Hetz Genotoxic stress triggers the activation of

— ——— (https://pubpeer.com/publications/F52068 EAD6D717854090F7C626 ECEB#)
Chop 35 Nature Communications (2020) doi: 10.1038/s41467-020-15694-y.
(http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/541467-020-15694-y),
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Sure, the raw data shows a completely different P-eIF2A result from the main figure. But then again, the pay-to-play pseudo-elite journal Nature
Communications recently made their stance on research ethics by taking papers on eugenics (https://forbetterscience.com/2019/12/17/bah-humbug/) or
from zombie scientists like Kathrin Maedler (https:/forbetterscience.com/2016/12/09/kathrin-maedler-loses-heisenberg-professorship-found-

slandering her valued paying customers. Why shouldn’t she accept such quality science from Kroemer and Hetz if they are paying $5500 for the
service?

Claudio Hetz ,
@HetzLab

Hoy mas que nunca se destaca la colaboracién entre
paises en la investigacidn y busqueda de soluciones
globales. Hace unas horas salié publicado un estudio de
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Now you know what you must do to publish in a Nature-themed journal. But not just there, here an older Kroemer and Hetz collaboration:

Mock: + ~— + -
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Cloned gel bands, it seems, and further analysis (https://pubpeer.com/publications/AC7B72731281ACA1DB6081D09B6E33#2) on Pubpeer strengthens
the suspicion. These authors were deemed so important that also the rule “The journal does not permit citation of “Data not shown”” did not apply to
them. Will there be a correction? While at it, maybe the publisher EMBO can gather courage to look into this paper by Hetz again:

Karen Castillo, Diego Rojas-Rivera, Fernanda Lisbona, Benjamin Caballero, Melissa Nassif, Felipe A Court, Sebastian Schuck, Consuelo Ibar, Peter
Walter, Jimena Sierralta, Alvaro Glavic, Claudio Hetz BAX inhibitor-1 regulates autophagy by controlling the IRE1a branch of the unfolded protein
response (https://pubpeer.com/publications/498B94A1593DD12E8A07FD43884BB3#) The EMBO Journal (2011) doi: 10.1038/emboj.2011.318
(https://doi.org/10.1038/emb0;j.2011.318),

So far, only Figure 6D was corrected (https://www.embopress.org/doi/full/10.15252/embj.201797020) in 2017, the authors warned that “It is worth
mentioning that the lysotracker signal was never significant in the non-treated conditions”:

https://forbetterscience.com/2021/01/13/the-ballad-of-claudio-hetz/ 4/26


https://pubpeer.com/publications/AC7B72731281ACA1DB6081D09B6E33#
https://doi.org/10.1038/emboj.2012.84
https://pubpeer.com/publications/AC7B72731281ACA1DB6081D09B6E33#2
https://pubpeer.com/publications/498B94A1593DD12E8A07FD43884BB3#
https://doi.org/10.1038/emboj.2011.318
https://www.embopress.org/doi/full/10.15252/embj.201797020
https://t.co/uUPfeTs7aR?amp=1
https://twitter.com/HetzLab/status/1260987307659796480/photo/1?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1260987307659796480%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fforbetterscience.com%2F2021%2F01%2F13%2Fthe-ballad-of-claudio-hetz%2F
https://twitter.com/HetzLab/status/1260987307659796480?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1260987307659796480%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fforbetterscience.com%2F2021%2F01%2F13%2Fthe-ballad-of-claudio-hetz%2F
https://help.twitter.com/en/twitter-for-websites-ads-info-and-privacy
https://twitter.com/intent/like?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1260987307659796480%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fforbetterscience.com%2F2021%2F01%2F13%2Fthe-ballad-of-claudio-hetz%2F&tweet_id=1260987307659796480
https://twitter.com/HetzLab/status/1260987307659796480?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1260987307659796480%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fforbetterscience.com%2F2021%2F01%2F13%2Fthe-ballad-of-claudio-hetz%2F
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1260987307659796480%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fforbetterscience.com%2F2021%2F01%2F13%2Fthe-ballad-of-claudio-hetz%2F&in_reply_to=1260987307659796480

14/9/21 12:25 The Ballad of Claudio Hetz — For Better Science

THE

EMBO

JOURNAL

EMBO J. 2011 Nov 2; 30(21): 4465-4478. PMCID: PMC3230375
Published online 2011 Sep 16. doi: 10.1038/emboj.2011.318

BAX inhibitor-1 regulates autophagy by controlling the IRE1a branch of
the unfolded protein response
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Maybe you notice that the image was not just accidentally copy-pasted, but shrunk and its red channel boosted. The falsification apparently did not
affect the conclusions, you see, it was “never significant”. But what about Figure 6H, flagged in May 2020, what with its copy-pasted gel bands?
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Oh I know, it’s merely a loading control, which was “never significant”, too! Don’t laugh, I wouldn’t be surprised if this is why there was no follow-
up action from the journal till today.

Now I would like to show you a paper from the Hetz lab where the “raw” data (or what was passed off as raw data) has been apparently generated in
Photoshop, to satisfy those petty journal requirements.

Hery Urra, Daniel R. Henriquez, José Canovas, David Villarroel-Campos, Amado Carreras-Sureda, Eduardo Pulgar, Emiliano Molina, Younis M.
Hazari, Celia M. Limia, Sebastidn Alvarez-Rojas, Ricardo Figueroa, Rene L. Vidal, Diego A. Rodriguez, Claudia A. Rivera, Felipe A. Court, Andrés
Couve, Ling Qi, Eric Chevet, Ryoko Akai, Takao Iwawaki, Miguel L. Concha, Alvaro Glavic, Christian Gonzalez-Billault, Claudio Hetz IRE1la governs
cytoskeleton remodelling and cell migration through a direct interaction with filamin A
(https://pubpeer.com/publications/F2008E3F7E2ECBDFF1800508FBOD08#) Nature Cell Biology (2018) d0i:10.1038/s41556-018-0141-0
(http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/s41556-018-0141-0)
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Supplementary Fig. S3D: The dashed boxes were placed by authors to
show which gel bands were used for the main figures. Yet the middle
and the right images are identical (not just in the re-boxed areas) except
for the four extra bands. This can only happen in Photoshop, a same gel
re-probed and re-stained would never look so identical to the tiniest spot
and smudge.

Supplementary Fig. 8: an eight lane loading control gel for a 7 lane
experiment? Unlike the figure suggests, those are 3 physically different
gels anyway.

The paper was corrected (https://www.nature.com/articles/s41556-018-0186-0) in 2018, to reassure the readers that “The authors declare no competing
interests.” There is no need for this elite Nature family journal to correct anything else, as it seems.

Update: a reader informed me that one of this 2018 paper’s authors is Andres Couve Correa (https://dcb.med.uchile.cl/andres-couve-correa/),
professor at the University of Chile, who in December 2018 became Chile’s minister for research.

Andrés Couve Correa & s 4
@acouvecorrea

Felicitaciones a estos investigadores/as por este
reconocimiento. Un ejemplo de como la mejor ciencia
contribuye al bienestar de las personas y ademas se
vincula con el desarrollo de politicas publicas en temas
como escasez hidrica y cambio climatico.

11:47 AM - Jan 10, 2021 ®
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That mismatch in gel lane number was not a one-off. Such things happen when you accidentally mis-load your gel to obtain the desired result and
then urgently need a nice equally loaded control (here, actin), which you pull out from your “loading control library” in a hurry and forget to at least
count the gel lanes. Not that anyone noticed it during peer review. Or maybe they didn’t mind, remember: rules don’t apply to Hetz. So here another
such situation:

PrPRES  NT  Bref. A.

123 123123
Mauricio Torres, Karen Castillo, Ricardo Armisén, Andrés Stutzin, Claudio
Grp58 P (R = - - 9 bands Soto, Claudio Hetz Prion protein misfolding affects calcium homeostasis
and sensitizes cells to endoplasmic reticulum stress
(https://pubpeer.com/publications/FOEA570E9E9988F13962 A50AC1F824+#)

GrpO4 b | s v - - o o | 000 PLoS ONE (2010) doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0015658
Grp78 P [== v S o e e e et (http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal. pone.0015658).
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Maybe Hetz likes to play practical jokes, because this lane number mismatch seems to be his signature prank. And academia loves it!
And now, some unhygienic insights into how sausages (aka research papers) are made:

Rene L. Vidal, Alicia Figueroa, Felipe A. Court, Peter Thielen, Claudia Molina, Craig Wirth, Benjamin Caballero, Roberta Kiffin, Juan Segura-Aguilar,
Ana Maria Cuervo, Laurie H. Glimcher, Claudio Hetz Targeting the UPR transcription factor XBP1 protects against Huntington’s disease through the
regulation of FoxO1 and autophagy (https://pubpeer.com/publications/29A AEBE60566320997 C264E9F83048#) Human Molecular Genetics (2012) doi:
10.1093/hmg/dds040 (https://doi.org/10.1093/hmg/dds040)

The Supplemental data of that paper was stealthily modified right after Paul Brookes (https://www.sciencemag.org/careers/2014/03/paul-brookes-
surviving-outed-whistleblower)flagged the following issues on his now defunct Science Fraud website:

Supplement Fig. 4. Cloning of western blot
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(https://forbetterscience.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/hetz-hmg-2012.png),

Do you see that the ATF4 gel is not cloned 1:1, but only two bands in it are identical? Seven years ago, Brookes commented on PubPeer
(https://pubpeer.com/publications/29A AEBE60566320997 C264E9F83048#44):

“So this article was originally flagged on http://www.science-fraud.org (hitp://www.science-fraud.org), back in summer 2012.
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Coincidentally (some might even say magically), on the exact same day that the supplemental data for this paper was modified, a commenter showed up at the site
and left a comment claiming that the blog post was a lie, there was never any problem with the paper and they demanded the post be taken down. Perhaps not
surprisingly, the commenter’s 1P address mapped to Santiago Chile, where Dr. Helz is based. How did this coincidence happen? Are we expected to believe that a
random reader (not Dr. Hetz) just happened to read the newly modified article on the day it was released, then just happened to come to my website and write a
flustered comment about how the claims being made were invalid?

This was all documented in a follow up post on the site, which was then sent to the journal, demanding an explanation for how exactly this “correction” had
occurred without being logged on the journal’s pages or on PubMed. Needless to say, the journal offered a boilerplate “we’ll look into it” response, and that was that.
Over a year later and no response, no update, and this simply wonderful paper is still out there with absolutely no acknowledgement whatsoever that the original
version contained duplicated blots. Follow up emails to the journal using my real name have gone unanswered.

But hey, there’s nothing wrong right? Despite having 6 papers called out in public on my site as containing duplicated western blots and other apparent image
fabrications, Dr. Helz is doing great. His group has 7 post-doc’s, 12 grad’ students, 5 techs/admins, all supported by money from the ALS foundation, Michael ] Fox
Parkinson’s foundation, Alzheimer’s Association, the Christopher Reeve Foundation, and the Chilean government. The message here is clear — if you can persuade
journals to make corrections without publicizing the fact, you can get ahead in science.”

Now, you might wonder what kind of a rotten crook of an editor would stealthily replace falsified figures, possibly to help a cheater sue his accuser
for libel. The Editor-in-Chief of the Oxford University Press journal Human Molecular Genetics (HMG) is Dame Kay Davies of Oxford, who herself

o published fabricated data (https://forbetterscience.com/2019/10/17/dame-kay-davies-commander-of-the-photoshop-empire/), including in her own
HMG, and was exempt from investigation by her University of Oxford on the grounds the criticised papers were more than 3 years old;

o retaliated against a whistleblower (https://forbetterscience.com/2020/03/10/bologna-cover-up-at-oxford-university-press/) who confidentially
informed her of data manipulation in HMG, by reporting the whistleblower to their accused superior for due punishment, while refusing to do
anything about that paper.

Dame Kay suffered exactly zero consequences for her perfectly upper class behaviour, because this is England and this is also how academia
operates. The rules don’t apply to her also.

Claudio Hetz Yy
@HetzLab

My First faculty meeting at the Buck Institute for research
in Aging. And the First RO1 submitted!! Moving forward
step by step.

11:03 PM - Nov 12, 2020 from Nufioa, Chile ®
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Aside of Kroemer, Hetz has another friend in France. He coauthored several papers with the cancer researcher Eric Chevet
(https://twitter.com/Eric_Chevet) from the INSERM institute in Rennes. Like Hetz, Chevet specialises on studying cellular stress of the endoplasmic
reticulum (ER), he also has his own PubPeer record (https://pubpeer.com/search?q=tErictChevet)). Here one joint paper:
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Now, a loading control from one gel was apparently flipped and shifted to stand in as loading control of another gel. I will help EMBO Press here:
that loading control was probably “never significant” either. Now, a source told me that Chevet is not only best friends with Hetz, but was also was
involved in the removal of his Rennes colleague, Patrick Legembre, after Legembre was accused of bullying and caught with manipulated data

(https://forbetterscience.com/2019/10/15/43456/). My source finds this ironic.
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Just so you don’t start blaming junior scientists for putting naughty stuff in Dr Hetz’ papers: much of his PubPeer record (https://pubpeer.com/search?
g=hetz) stems from the time when he was junior scientist himself. Like this, when Hetz did postdoc in the Dana Farber/Harvard lab of the late giant of
cancer research, Stanley Korsmeyer (https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanley_J. Korsmeyer).
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Claudio Hetz, Paula Bernasconi, Jill Fisher, Ann-Hwee Lee, Michael C Bassik, Bruno Antonsson, Gabriel S Brandt, Neal N Iwakoshi, Anna Schinzel,

(https://pubpeer.com/publications/C6B3AB4A A887C2D05639A8B0729124#) Science (2006) doi: 10.1126/science.1123480

(https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1123480)

There are duplicated gel bands and lots of splicing.
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What does all that gel splicing mean? Oh, nothing serious, just some lanes showed wrong results and need to be replaced probably. And of course
there is the signature panel with alternating lane number: anything between 7 and 11 lanes is correct, no peer reviewer would dare to object to a
Korsmeyer paper.

Now, Korsmeyer died in 2005, this is why when the paper with its falsified data was published after his death, Hetz was the corresponding author.
Not a nice thing to do to a dead person (but apparently common practlce in academla there are other examples on my site, read here

. ) and here
(https://forbetterscience.com/2018/07/04/another-dead-scientist-framed-with-manipulated-data/)). As it happened, Korsmeyer also trained another

artist, Atan Gross from Israel (read here (https://forbetterscience.com/2018/01/17/how-emilie-marcus-and-cell-covered-up-misconduct-at-
weizmann/)about this Weizmann Institute researcher).

The latest paper Hetz published with Korsmeyer was in 2012 (https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0037782), seven years after the latter’s death. The
following one appeared also post-mortem, it has a spliced gel and Hetz’s signature prank of mismatched gel lanes:
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Here another work of art from the Korsmeyer period:

Claudio Hetz, Pierre-Alain Vitte, Agnes Bombrun, Tatiana K. Rostovtseva, Sylvie Montessuit, Agnes Hiver, Matthias K. Schwarz, Dennis J. Church,
Stanley J. Korsmeyer, Jean-Claude Martinou, Bruno Antonsson Bax channel inhibitors prevent mitochondrion-mediated apoptosis and protect

neurons in a model of global brain ischemia (https://pubpeer.com/publications/483A325A3EC427368089ES8BS80A7FCD#) Journal of Biological Chemistry
(2005) doi: 10.1074/jbc.m505843200 (https://doi.org/10.1074/jbc.m505843200),

Bax channel inhibitors prevent mitochondrial-mediated apoptosi Bax channel inhibitors prevent mitochondrial-mediated apoptosis
and protect neurons in a model of global brain ischemia. and Protect neurons in a model of global brain ischemia.
Claudio Hetz'"**, Pierre-Alain Vitte', Agnes Bombrun', Tatiana K. Rostovtseva’, Sylvie Claudio Hetz'™*, Pierre-Alain Vitte', Agnes Bombrun', Tatiana K. Rostovtseva’, Sylvie
Montessuit'", Agnes Hiver', Matthias K. Schwarz', Dennis J. Church', Stanley J. Montessuit'*, Agnes Hiver', Matthias K. Schwarz', Dennis J. Church', Stanley J.
Korsmeyer’, Jean-Claude Martinou'’, Bruno Antonsson'* Korsmeyer’, Jean-Claude Martinou'", Bruno Antonsson'*

Running title: Bax channel inhibitors prevent apoptosis.
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fake gels, which can be pulled apart.
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Another one, because many of my readers are PhD students who need to learn how to succeed in academia the proper way. Watch, children, and
learn, so you don’t become failed scientists:

(https://pubpeer.com/publications/818C5E6DD998541465F7CBFICOADCO#) Journal of Cell Science (2002) doi: 10.1242/jcs.00153
(https://doi.org/10.1242/cs.00153)
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Same flow cytometry file, re-gated?

Copy-pasted lanes?
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Phase
contrast

Cells digitally inserted?

Cack-handed eraser work, look, even part of the cell is gone?

As graduate student, Hetz received Chilean fellowship funding to do his PhD abroad, in Switzerland. Once there, he obtained a Federal Swiss
Confederation scholarship to do his PhD research at the Serono Pharmaceutical Research Institute in Geneva. This was where Hetz met his Chilean
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Medical School. Soto of course is also Photoshop expert with his own PubPeer record (https:/pubpeer.com/search?q=claudio+soto). The collaboration
was very productive, as you can see:

Claudio Hetz, Milene Russelakis-Carneiro, Kinsey Maundrell, Joaquin Castilla, Claudio Soto Caspase-12 and endoplasmic reticulum stress mediate

neurotoxicity of pathological prion protein (https://pubpeer.com/publications/FB3AE85CF30DA42440E0B863B53B574#) The EMBO Journal (2003) doi:
10.1093/emboj/cdg537 (https://doi.org/10.1093/emboj/cdg537)
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These mismatched gel lanes again, what sense of humour. This also is quality science Made in Switzerland, by Hetz and Soto:

Claudio Hetz, Milene Russelakis-Carneiro, Sébastien Walchli, Sonia Carboni, Elisabeth Vial-Knecht, Kinsey Maundrell, Joaquin Castilla, Claudio Soto
The disulfide isomerase Grp58 is a protective factor against prion neurotoxicity
(https://pubpeer.com/publications/608958 CDE4E441 ABDF1FB921B89A6F#) Journal of Neuroscience (2005) doi: 10.1523/jneurosci.4090-04.2005
(http://dx.doi.org/10.1523/jneurosci.4090-04.2005)
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Figure 3B Can you see those bands spliced into Frankenstein gels, indicated by red
..... [ — arrows? It had to be, Journal of Neuroscience is an elite venue in its field,
B the authors needed the most convincingly fabricated results to pass peer
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More from the two Claudios, to round up. A fake immunohistochemistry image in Cell, a top-rank journal which could not give less of a toss, and a
spliced gel while bullshitting the readers into believing they look at same protein blot re-probed:
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Joaquin Castilla, Paula Saa, Claudio Hetz, Claudio Soto In vitro Srateidin A . . ’
generation of infectious scrapie prions no splice
(https://pubpeer.com/publications/E95BBO3EE18 AB52B079ACA4D992A
D7#), Cell (2005) doi: 10.1016/j.cell.2005.02.011 -
(http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cell.2005.02.011) Monirented Insoluble PrP3F4
no splice
Brefeldin A

WB: Total PrP3F4

Claudio Hetz, Joaquin Castilla, Claudio Soto Perturbation of
endoplasmic reticulum homeostasis facilitates prion replication
(https://pubpeer.com/publications/10BA1IECC5C57D9469B9C098CIC23D
2#) Journal of Biological Chemistry (2007) doi: 10.1074/jbc.m611909200
(https://doi.org/10.1074/jbc.m611909200)

CNN Chile @ Y
@CNNChile

#InfluyentesCNN | Claudio Hetz y las consecuencias de la
pandemia del COVID-19: "Va a aumentar la carga de
enfermedades que afectan al cerebro”.
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The fact that neither Hetz nor Kroemer ever retracted paper while bagging one cash award and grant after another, should give you, dear reader,
pause to ponder what the hell are you doing in science, taking away resources from productive geniuses like these two. You parasite.

Update 13.01.2020

Reader alerted me to a statement Hetz published on his own lab website (https://www.hetzlab.cl/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Data-backup-and-LAB-
actions-from-comments-Pubpeer-2_compressed.pdf) (referencing papers up to 2018, pdf generated on 11 August 2020). There, Hetz addresses the
PubPeer evidence for each paper, and explains that gel splicing and band copy-pasting was “a normal practice 10 years ago” and everything else was
either “unintentional errors” or false alarms for which no correction is needed. The editors at Nature Cell Biology, EMBO Press, PNAS, Society of

Neuroscience, and of course also HMG accepted his explanations, Hetz even posts their emails. He also mentions:

“For full transparence we also requested an ethic investigation to the Faculty of Medicine. An inter-institutional commission was generated with
no-conflict of interest, and concluded that errors when existed where [sic!] unintentional.”

It seems, that investigation by the university of Chile took place in 2017, possibly with the outcome that the raw data deposition and review mandate
began in June 2017, because Hetz writes on his lab site (https://www.hetzlab.cl/data/):

“In addition, since 2017 as part of this policy all lab books are revised once a moth and all image splicing and statistical analysis and number of replicates are
indicated in figure legends.”

Here some screenshots from Hetz” August 2020 statement (https://www .hetzlab.cl/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Data-backup-and-LAB-actions-from-
comments-Pubpeer-2_compressed.pdf):

™ Gmail

Re: Message from SfN Ethics Committee
Tue, Sep 17, 2013 at 8:37 PM
To: Claudio Soto <Claudio.Soto@uth tmc.cdu>, "Hetz, Dr Claudio” <chetz@hsph.harvard.cdu=
Dear Drs. Solo and Hetz

Thank you for providing your explanation and your report. The Ethics Committee agrees that no data
misrepresentation occurred. Therefore this matter is now considerad closed

| do want to bring to your attention that JN instituted a new policy in December 2012 in which all gel splices are clearly
demarcated with lines.

[Quotad txt hidden]

(https://forbetterscience.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/hetz-comments-
2.png)
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Endoplasmic reticulum stress leads to accumulation of wild-type SOD1 aggregates
associated with sporadic amyotrophic lateral sclerosis.Medinas DB, Rozas P, Martinez Traub
F, Woehlbier U, Brown RH, Bosco DA, Hetz C.Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A. 2018 Aug
7;115(32):8209-8214

BAX inhibitor-1 regulates autophagy by controlling the IRE1a branch of the unfolded protein
response.Castillo K, Rojas-Rivera D, Lisbona F, Caballero B, Nassif M, Court FA, Schuck S, Ibar C, Walter P,
Sierralta J, Glavic A, Hetz C.EMBO J. 2017 Jun 1;36(11):1640
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3.png)

Answer:

We got permission from PNAS to use the blots and we disclosed that to
Molecular Neurodegeneration upon submission.

The journals did not request indicating this in the figure legend. Because this material published
after 2008, a copyright note is not required.

Since these rare human postmortern spinal cord samples of a rare disease, we had limited access
and amount to run the blots and thus analyzed for both studies by the same authors.

(https://forbetterscience.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/hetz-comments-
Lpng)

Screenshots from Hetz” August 2020 statement
(https://www.hetzlab.cl/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Data-backup-and-
LAB-actions-from-comments-Pubpeer-2_compressed.pdf)

Update 15.01.2021

Inow commented on the above PDF, the concerns remain. Please download the file, my own comments are in red.

Data-backup-and-LAB-actions-from-comments-Pubpeer-2_compressed Comments LS (https://forbetterscience.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/data-
backup-and-lab-actions-from-comments-pubpeer-2_compressed-comments-ls-2.pdf) ~ Download

(https://forbetterscience.ﬁles.wordpress.co;/2021/01/data-backup-and-lab-aCtions-from-comments—pubpeer—Z_compressed-comments—ls—2.pdf)

Hetz’ institute issued yesterday a statement in support of its director as reaction to this article, and referencing earlier reporting by Paul Brookes. The
great man himself will soon reply on PubPeer.

A translation is available here (https://forbetterscience.com/2021/01/13/the-ballad-of-claudio-hetz/#comment-109622).

Carla ,

@Carla_H_S

Via WhatsApp compartieron un comunicado desde el
laboratorio de Claudio Hetz esta mafiana
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Update 18.01.2021

Regarding this case, the University of Chile issued a press release today (https://www.uchile.cl/noticias/172635/comunicado-de-prensa-u-de-chile-
por-investigacion-datos-cientificos):

“The university must be able to guarantee that the information that emanates from it is transparent, objective and truthful, so that the Rectorate
will implement an independent investigative commission of the highest scientific and academic level, which provides guarantees of transparency
and objectivity in order to verify, clarify, and propose the necessary measures to prevent any potential laxity or lack of scientific rigour in this
case.”

Update 19.01.2021

Another university press release (https://www.uchile.cl/noticias/172639/respecto-de-las-denuncias-sobre-publicaciones-del-dr-claudio-hetz) from
same day announced about the investigative commission:

“The group must be made up of academic researchers, internal and external to the University, with the required technical skills and working completely
independently.”

More Hetz' co-authored papers were criticised on PubPeer:

Figure 2C - HspB5| SOD1-EGFP - —
C < Actln|— — — —I
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| uc 1 2 3 4 HspB5 SOD1
*-"‘f‘ e, ) £ Hetz the only co-author from Chile. Gift authroship on fabricated
Thy-1 i WD 7 X western blots?
{th L ¢ " 4 Mathieu Nivon, Loic Fort, Pascale Muller, Emma Richet, Stéphanie

Simon, Baptiste Guey, Maélenn Fournier, André-Patrick Arrigo, Claudio
Hetz, Julie D. Atkin, Carole Kretz-Remy NFkB is a central regulator of

H | 4 7
aCtI n w protein quality control in response to protein aggregation stresses via

autophagy modulation
(https://pubpeer.com/publications/70BF34EC79F1237990B1EBB1FB2EC4+#
). Molecular Biology of the Cell (2016) doi: 10.1091/mbc.e15-12-0835
(https://doi.org/10.1091/mbc.e15-12-0835)

Cloned gel lanes. Last author from Biomedical Neuroscience Institute,
where Hetz is director.

Rodrigo Herrera-Molina, Renato Frischknecht, Horacio Maldonado, __shlue  _ siHep
Constanze I. Seidenbecher, Eckart D. Gundelfinger, Claudio Hetz, Maria G132 h): 0 2 4 & T2 ic :ma]
De La Luz Aylwin, Pascal Schneider, Andrew F. G. Quest, Lisette Leyton %0

Astrocytic aV[33 integrin inhibits neurite outgrowth and promotes
retraction of neuronal processes by clustering Thy-1 upiaan
(https://pubpeer.com/publications/359277B58F6FDC212179EB078F65FB#),
PLoS ONE (2012) doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0034295
(http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0034295) Btubuli

The important tubulin loading control is a “library” one.

Clara Quiroga, Damian Gatica, Felipe Paredes, Roberto Bravo, Rodrigo
Troncoso, Zully Pedrozo, Andrea E. Rodriguez, Barbra Toro, Mario
Chiong, Jose Miguel Vicencio, Claudio Hetz, Sergio Lavandero Herp

depletion protects from protein aggregation by up-regulating autophagy

(https://pubpeer.com/publications/D96D1C62A1628757E4D2009D4BF934
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#) Biochimica et Biophysica Acta (2013) doi: 10.1016/j.bbamcr.2013.09.006
(http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bbamcr.2013.09.006)

Update 20.01.2021.

Another paper flagged on PubPeer, and what coathor Dr Hetz had there! None other but Sanofi’s R&D Head John C Reed, who has an impressive
record of problematic papers (https://forbetterscience.com/2019/08/29/sanofi-rd-head-john-reed-knows-how-to-science/) from his startup past.

Fernanda Lisbona, Diego Rojas-Rivera, Peter Thielen, Sebastian Zamorano, Derrick Todd, Fabio Martinon, Alvaro Glavic, Christina Kress, Jonathan
H. Lin, Peter Walter, John C. Reed, Laurie H. Glimcher, Claudio Hetz BAX inhibitor-1 is a negative regulator of the ER stress sensor IRElalpha
(https://pubpeer.com/publications/B8B97ABD45A3 A9CIBCDEDBA806D0B1#) Molecular Cell (2009) doi: 10.1016/j.molcel.2009.02.017
(http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.molcel.2009.02.017),

Published in final edited form as:
Mol Cell. 2009 March 27; 33(6): 679-691. doi:10.1016/j.molcel 2009.02.017.

BAX Inhibitor-1 is a negative regulator of the ER stress sensor
IRE1a

Fernanda Lisbona?:2 , Diego Rojas-Rl\.rera1 2 Peter Thlelen3 Sebastian Zamorano - 2
Derrick Todd3: 4, Fablo Martlnon3, Alvaro Glawc Christina Kress6 Jonathan H. L|n
Peter Walter7, John C. Reeda, Laurie H. Glimcher3:4-#, and Claudio Hetz1:2v3v#

F G F G
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N = N

BI-1C-t¢ (50uM);

BI-1 WT
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FIG S4F,H. SPLICED GELS, SELECTED (LEFT), DECOMPOSED (RIGIHT).
NOTE THE IRREGULAR SPLICING IN F

Donate!

If you are interested to support my work, you can leave here a small tip of $5. Or several of small tips, just increase the amount as you like (2x=€10;
5x=€25). Or donate to the Hetz lab, they seem to be curing brain diseases!

€5.00
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About Leonid Schneider

Independent Science Journalist and Cartoonist. Formerly molecular cell biologist. My academic CV at: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6204-9470

4 forbetterscience.wordpress.com

42 comments on “The Ballad of Claudio Hetz”
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laurence

January 13, 2021

Dear Leonid

this is an interesting article but you forgot another friend of Hetz and Chevet, Remy Pedeux who has done a great job with photoshop,

https://pubpeer.com/search?q=pedeux, don’t you?

Reply

Walter

January 13, 2021

Did you see this disclaimer before writing ?

Click to access Data-backup-and-L AB-actions-from-comments-Pubpeer-2_compressed.pdf

Reply

Leonid Schneider
January 13, 2021
Thanks, already in the update!

DMP
January 13, 2021
Click to access Data-backup-and-LAB-actions-from-comments-Pubpeer-2_compressed.pdf

Reply

Leonid Schneider
January 13, 2021
Thanks, already in update!

Re]:i_ly

B
e
22 43
DIDIDI

January 14, 2021
Page 12 of this document. The raw data does NOT match their data for RNS96 and RNS130????

o

Leonid Schneider
January 14, 2021
Assemble a picture please and post here and on pubpeer!
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NMH, the failed scientist and incel

January 14, 2021
Laurie Glimcher was dean of Weill Cornell a few years before what’s-his-face. I was intrigued by her until I found a video where she stated she

“did not suffer fools”, and then recognized that she was full of herself; too full to look carefully at some of the papers she publishes as well. I really
think that part of success in science is coming off as stuck-up so it seems like you really know what your doing, like Laurie Glimcher.

Reply

[P

Leonid Schneider

January 14, 2021

Share the video!

What's his face is Augustine Choi

Reply.
NMH, the failed scientist and incel

January 14, 2021
Its at 3:50. If you wonder why there is a lot of angry resentful people in the US wearing MAGA hats who might like to cane individuals like

Glimcher or her equally stuck up husband Greg Petsko, just listen to her general attitude. Fox news may be on to something with the idea

of stuck-up academics.

JCI's Conversations with Giants in Medicine: Laurie Glimcher

Leonid Schneider
January 14, 2021
Fan art from Twitter

L~

Reply

—

Leonid Schneider
January 15, 2021
This just in:

Carla
@Carla_H_S

Via WhatsApp compartieron un comunicado desde el
laboratorio de Claudio Hetz esta mafiana
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Translation:

In this regard we clarify

The aforementioned sayings correspond to comments malicious and biased published on a blog.

Some of the points of opinion on the blog are based on observations cited on the platform Pub-peer (https://pubpeer.com). This website collects
notifications about possible errors detected in figures of published scientific articles. Based on this information, the researchers responsible for the Articles
where errors have been detected may correct them following formal mechanisms that they involve direct contact with publishers.

It is important to mention that all ISI manuscripts published go through an extensive and rigorous process of peer review through formal mechanisms
and transparent evaluation. These mechanisms, without

However, they are not 100% foolproof and it is possible that certain errors are not detected or in the review process internal, or peer review. When this
happens, there are formal instruments defined by the

magazines to clarify possible questions. Likewise, publishers have ethics committees who evaluate these situations.

In 2012 Dr. Hetz's laboratory was attacked similar through another blog. This led to re-analyzing the original data from four publications and correct
errors in figures, in full knowledge and

interaction with the corresponding publishers, not affecting the publication of any of the articles in question since these errors did not invalidate the
publication results. The information of this

process was made transparent to the community making it available on Dr. Hetz’s laboratory website (www.hetzlab.cl/data), however, this information
was overlooked in the aforementioned attacks.

In parallel, for greater transparency, Dr. Hetz applied to the Faculty of Medicine of the University of Chile to conduct an ethical evaluation of the
mentioned antecedents, being analyzed by a

multi-institutional commission without convicts of interest, who concluded that the errors found were involuntary.

As a result of the above and in order to minimize this type of errors, Dr Hetz’s laboratory implemented a series internal procedures to improve standards
control related to publications,

ensuring that the primary data supporting the publications were available on the website of the laboratory, together with the implementation of a
transparency and internal control to identify possible

errors prior to the publication of scientific studies.

Based on this experience, and in the spirit of implement high standards of good practice and thus avoid these types of situations, BNI started more than a
year a process of standardization of processes that

allow to keep a more strict record of experiments performed, train students on the correct use of laboratory notebooks through workshops, the generation
of a platform for data storage, in addition to initiatives that ensure the ethics of animal experimentation.

By virtue of transparency and to clarify any doubt about the publications that will be in today questioned by the blog, Dr. Helz has decided prepare a
detailed answer of all points raised, which will be promptly communicated to both through his website (www.hetzlab.cl) as in the Pubpeer platform.

Reply.

michaelhbriggs

January 15, 2021

Other interesting characters from the Buck Institute:
Dale Bredesen https://pubpeer.com/search?q=bredesen
Lisa Ellerby https://pubpeer.com/search?q=ellerby

Reply

laurence
January 15, 2021
https://pubpeer.com/publications/C246FEC9A AB300E7C7144338 AC779D#2

I agree with DIDIDI’s comment, the added figures do not match with the original data and I don’t believe that the editors of EMBO reports could
have accepted this kind of response as this is quoted in the document provided by walter (page 12):

“Answer:The editorial office requested original data from Dr Chevet, which showed that the experiments were properly presented. No correction
was needed”

In conclusion, you can show some gels similar enough to the figure in EMBO report and nothing happens? unbelievable !

Reply
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oliver

January 15, 2021

That quote above about checks “once a moth”, are they checking the notebooks on the fly?
HAHAHA LOL!

Cheers, Oliver

Reply
NMH, the failed scientist and incel
January 15, 2021
Hetz will not be taken out for this obvious fraud, either done by him or others in his lab. He has been deified by his own country (Chile), like
Carlos Lopez Otin in Spain. Smart for him to return to Chile, where he appears to be a god of scientific research. He probably would have a lot

more trouble if he was still in the USA; but then again, if he has powerful people like Laurie Glimcher reading and approving his grants and
papers, maybe not.

&[p_ly

Desmagufador

January 17, 2021

Why this doesn’t surprise me? Recently another chilean research (published by AGU) stated that there was a connection between a big earthquake
and the activity of some volcanoes shortly after it. This was widely spread, but I discovered several flaws, including omitted key info and fake
conclusions that can’t be obtained from the exposed data. No Photoshop, but another example of bad science. Additionally one of the authors has
faked his curriiculum, emerging as another “god” of chilean science. I hope to write an article soon.

Repl

(=) 2Ly

‘SoTar]
TR
sives s
vty

nad

Dr Tzas
January 18, 2021
https://www.uchile.cl/noticias/172635/comunicado-de-prensa-u-de-chile-por-investigacion-datos-cientificos

Reply
Pingback: Il buono, il brutto e I'O's digest - Ocasapiens - Blog - Repubblica.it
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Marcus

January 19, 2021

Your article is great. I'm Chilean and I met him a few years ago, he definitely have many of the malignant narcissism features. Anyway, do you

know if their findings are replicated by other groups? It's quite impressive the silence of reviewers and editors. In many of this cases his
explanation is not satisfactory or directly he don’t provide the raw data however editors don’t do anything.
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Dr Tzas

January 19, 2021

Great work, Leonid. Congrats!

Looking at Pubpeer, I might have some suggestions for a future update:

i) When describing doi: 10.1038/embo0j.2011.318, the blot figure was updated with additional concerns:
https://pubpeer.com/publications/498B94A1593DD12E8 A07FD43884BB3#5

ii) 3 new potential concerns after your publication:
https://pubpeer.com/publications/359277B58F6FDC212179EB078F65FB#1
https://pubpeer.com/publications/D96D1C62A1628757E4D2009D4BF934#1
https://pubpeer.com/publications/70BF34EC79F1237990B1EBB1FB2EC4#1

iil) About doi: 10.15252/emmm.201707929, you might also want to include the opinion of another image forensics expert (Elisabeth Bik):
“I agree with Ripartites Tricholoma. The original Actin blots provided do NOT match the published blots. These original blots did not take away
our concerns, but actually made them stronger, since they do not correspond to the blots in the paper.”

https://pubpeer.com/publications/C246FECOA AB300E7C7144338 AC779D#3
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Y

Leonid Schneider
January 19, 2021
Thank you, I updated the article!

Reply.
Pingback: Universidad de Chile investigard denuncias de irregularidades en estudios de Claudio Hetz — Insular FM

Pingback: Victims as perpetrators — For Better Science

Scientist

January 23, 2021

I am a Chilean scientist and I have worked with Claudio before. I can say that he is a perfectionist, smart and he has a high work ethic. He would
never published or falsify data. Science is his life, it's not a job, it's what he is. I do not know why you want to trash his name. I can see you are
jealous of his success(you could not keep up with science that is why you are a former scientist that trash successful scientists).

Reply

Scientist
January 23, 2021
You just post comments that you like, there is not free speech allowed. You deleted my post supporting Dr. Hetz.

Reply.

Leonid Schneider

January 23, 2021

Wrong, your comments were in moderation for some hours because you are new and in a different time zone.
Pity you comment anonymously though, afraid of supporting Dr Hetz because?

bpw
February 23, 2021
Dear Leonid,

I'm also a Chilean scientist, but I have no connection with Claudio Hetz.

I applaud your work, it is fundamentally wrong to make one’s way through science recurring to these type of tactics and I think people should be
punished by doing so (even criminally due to the wrong use of public funding and fraudulent behaviour). I'm surprised by the sheer magnitude
of his forgery — just WOW.

He was/still is regarded as a brilliant scientist, and hoards most of the funding available (all big names here in Chile do). I hope he serves as an
example of why it is wrong to move forward in the academic ladder using these tactics.

Keep up the good work!

&E_ly

DMS
March 17, 2021
Today The EMBO Journal replied 3 Pubpeer threads mentioning that they are “working with the authors to address these concerns”.

https://pubpeer.com/publications/FB3AES85CF30D A42440E0B863B53B57#2https://pubpeer.com/publications/498B94A1593DD12E8A07FD43884BB3
These concerns were firstly raised on Pubpeer 10 months ago...

Reply
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