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European politicians want rules for robots

23 January 2017

1.
European politicians want to make rules for how

robots should behave in the future.

2.
The rules in the document, which was written by

Luxembourg MEPMady Delvaux, may be used to say

exactly what robots can and can’t do.

3.
In the document, the authorwrites that robots should

have the legal name "electronic persons." There will

be jobs that they have to do because of the rules, and

if they cause accidents or break things, they will have

to do something to fix it.

4.
The author says she believes the world will soon see

a robot revolution, and we should be ready for it.

5.
The people that design the robots will have to make

it possible for users to turn off the power. If not,

it’s possible that the robots could take control of

themselves and cause problems.

6.
At the same time, people should be able to use them

and not be scared that robots will hurt them in any

way.

7.
The rules about robots will be for the makers,

designers and users of the robots because they can’t

be made into machine code. Some of the rules say

that a robot should not hurt a human, should follow

orders, and should defend itself. But it can only do

this if it doesn’t break any of the other rules.

8.
The document says that people could make a lot of

money from robots. However, robots will also take

some jobs, so countries might need to give everyone

a small amount of money for living.

9.
The document also says that in the future it is possible

that robots will be more intelligent than humans,

which could be dangerous.

10.
So, people are asking questions about how safe

humans will be if robot computer systems stop

working, how robots should care for people, and how

we can keep things private from robots.

11.
For safety reasons, designers might have to register

their robots, as well as give some code to people

which they can use if their robots cause accidents.

They may also have to get permission for new robots

from a special group, who will decide if each robot

will be good for humans.

12.
The European Union could create a new agency to

give advice to people about robot rules and how to

manage their robots.

13.
The author of the document believes that robots will

have a place in the future, and that humans will work

together with them.

14.
She said: "A robot is not a human and will never be

human."
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