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® 1861 The copyright in this sound recording is owned by EMI Records Ltd.

Yehudi Menuhin was born on 22 April 2916 in
New York to Russian-ewish parents. He made
his debut at the age of seven with the San
Francisco Orchestra, following this a year tater
with a recital in New York, and after performing
the Beethoven Violin Congerto in Paris under
Fritz Busch at the age of anly 11 he gained an
immediate international celebrity status accorded
only to the very finest musicians.

Yehudi Menuhin has been associated with EM)
Classics for more than sixty years. He signed

his first contract with EMI in 1931, his initial
recording being of Bruch's First Violin Concerto,
with the London Symphony Orchestra and Landon
Ronald. His finest recordings as a classical

violinist are without peer -~ most notably his
brilliant 2932 Abbey Road performance of the
Elgar Concerto, conducted by the 75year-old
composer, and his definitive recordings of the
Beethoven, Brahms and Mendelssohn cencertos
with the Vienna Philharmonic under Furtwangler.
Menuhin has alse made several jazz albums with
Stéphane Grappelli and an album of Indian
Classical Music with the sitar player Ravi
Shankar. He now regutarly conducts a number of
international orchestras, including the Royal
Philharmenic Orchestra — of which he is President
and Associate Conductor - and the Berlin
Philharmenic.

Menuhin has always been concerned with the
education and encouragement of young
musicians, In 1963 he founded the Yehudi
Menuhin school, a bearding school for talented
children aged seven and upwards whose alumni
include Nigel Kennedy and Melvyn Tan. In 1977
he founded LIVE MUSIC NOW!, a charity which
encourages young people to perform in hospitals,
schoals, prisons, clubs and private homes, bringing
music to those unable to visit concert halls.

Yehudi Menuhin was awarded the Nehru Peace
Prize for International Understanding from the
Prime Minister of India in 1960; he was awarded
an Honorary Knighthood in 1966 and was
created a life peer in 1993. He holds Henorary
Doctorates at twenty universities and has
received the Gold Medals of the cities of Paris,
New York and Jerusalemn. In 1992 he was
honoured with the title of Ambassador of
Goodwill to UNESCO.
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a complete introduction to the sounds and music of the symphony orchestra
narrated by

Y¥ehudi Menuhin
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