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How did we get
from here... to here?




1890s
Kodak

introduces
the idea:

Button = easy.




1900s

Buttons enter
the home.

Buttons go
portable.
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Buttons .
turn things . 2
on and off. e
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optimistic
future of
leisure.

Pressing Any Button Turns It On
... Tuned To Your Station

NO GROUND ... NO AERIAL
READY FOR TELEVISION SOUND



1940s-50s

Buttons
create a
pessimistic
future of
fear.

Finger on
the button.




1950s

Buttons
provide
leisure
and luxury.
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Buttons let .t ¥ ».

us control CIN CHINGE. ™

from a
distance.

PROGRANS ERQIN ACROSS THE RODN"..  somc s e




1960s

Buttons

automate
and control, |
if you can Y and

speak the SET gty
language.

SHIFT w:,_/ P DATA




1970s

Buttons
get small
and cheap.

Everybody
computes.




1970s-80s

Buttons
entertain.

Icon of a
generation.




1980s

Buttons go
onscreen,
get virtual.

Push
becomes
click.




1990s

Buttons
lose shape,
can be
words,
images,
anything.
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2000s

Buttons
begin to
dissolve
into the

interface.
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Now

Pushing
buttons with
speed and
dexterity Is
a respected
skill.




Now

Buttons
connect us
with each
other across
distance.

BlackBerry




Now

Content
becomes
the button.

Click
becomes
touch.
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Nowish

The surface is
the interface.

Objects
iip ush"
buttons.




Soon

The environment
is the surface

IS the information
IS the button.

And it all needs
to be designed.

Thank you.
historyofthebutton.com



